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THE FIGVRE-C ASTER. 


_ Rather the Arraignnf€ne of Arileffe Aftrologers, and Fortune-tellers,. « 
thatcheat many ignorant peopleynder the pretence of foretelling thingsto _ 


come of teling thivgs that are paft.finding out things that are lofty x. 
pounding Dreames, calculating Deaths and Natiuities, ‘ 
once egaine brought to the Batre, 


Byzlobn Melton. 


Cicero,’ Stuiterunt plena (unt omiuia. 
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THE DEARE GIVER 
and preferner of my Liteand Being, my very lo- 
_ uing Father,Mafter Euan Adelton yout moft Durifuil 
Sosne, Lohr Melton, fatthfully ana freely offers 
-onthealtar of my pureit affection, 


this Sacrifice of mey Duty and 
Obedience, 


He Mifferious Egyptians when they could not 
b clegantly with their Penfels defcrsbe the true 


preffemy 
this Booke 


of Tirse the 
lighte 


Dedicatery. 


The Epiftle 
lights of Truth, the life of Memory ,that make prefent times 
fpeake with the psft, and both pa/t and prefent of our owne. 
The world it felfeis a Book confifting of foure leanes: Fire, 
Aire, Earth assa water; whofe letters are Stars, Birds, Beafts 
aud Fifhes: And( Man that isthe Epitome and Abftract of the 
world)is a Book con[ifing of two leaues;Soule and Bady: whofe - 
Letters arehis goodandbad Affections.But I will [ay nomore . 
in the commendation of Books, beeaufe they can ferongly defend 
and truly commend themfelues: as for way Booke, rather your 
Booke, although it haue not that Life,Soule, Spirit ,Quinte/fence, 
&Elixarof wit that quickens othersyet the old faying helps me. 
Nullum effelibrum tam malum vnde aliquid 
Boni difcerpere non poflis. 
Receiue it then deare fr not as mine, but your owne,and bow: 
foewer yon may efleeme of it, yet 1 will remaine 


Your dutifull and euer leuing Senne ; 
John Melten, . 


From my Chamber 
Tunethe io. 1620. 


Carmen Encomiafticum. 


Tohis moft deare arid triteft of friends Mafter 
lohan Melton, and in the commen- 
dation of his witty Poem. 

Aftrologafter. 


DHeebus provide a Garland for thine Heire, 
That bath deferu d{o well,and wake him weare 
1t on bis templesslet th inomortall wreaths 
Of Lawre!l crowne,bim while his rich Miufe breaths 
which wil be euer.A good Poets navse, : 
Lines after he is dead: Non {potted fame: 
Cannot be mortall: why? becaule whats good, 
Can neuer perifp,tt may be witb food 
A while by Enay, bat fhe will aduance 
At lafther felfe aboue dull Ignorance, 
Andshat foule (nake-eyed-Hagge that ftill doth frine 
zo woundher that by wounding dethfuruine. 
qhen my Ingenious noble friend reioyce 
And though thouhearef? fome Figure.Cafters voyce, 
Like a Portentous Ranens croake and cry, 
Thy Books not only sll writ, but dotblye, 
Be not. difturba,fer. know theirs none finds fault 
with thofe that [courge vice,but thofe men are naught 
None hates therighteous Indge,but thofe that fand 
Avbparre before him bolding up their hand. 
The vertusus loue him knowing that the Law 
He executes keeps vell-borne-vice tn awe 
Then let all Knanes let all Impoftors [well 
Allboneft wen will fay shou haf done well 


John Hlancocke,Batchelor of Art,and Student 
of Braxen-nefe Colledge in Oxford. 


The setent of the Author in this worke is fi rf toconfute all 
Figure-Cafters by the 


Diuine Law, 
Imperiall Law, 
Canon Law: dy 
Phylofophy, 
Common fence ¢ 
Reafon. 


Secondly , to onerthrew the abfurd opinions of many 


Phylofophers 
Aftronomers, 
Geographers, 
Cofmog raphers, 


Thirdly, tounfold the darkeand abftrufe Anfwers 
of the 


Delphian, xather Deuilli{b 
Oracles, 


7 


Fourthly and lafily,te lbew the Synopathy aud Corre[ponden 
that 1s betweene the Reguilh Cowturers, and Romifh 
luspeftors, in their 


Ceremonies, 
Superftitions, . 
Deceits,and 
Coulenages. 


ee 


Horat. Epift, Lib. x. 


~— St quid nowifti rectius iftis 
Candidus wmpertis/i non vigusere mecun. 
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Bom }| (when the Celeltiall Dogge belch’s 
19 )| from his burning Galls inte¢tious Dif- 
Qe eafes to poyfon frayle Mortalitie) that 

D ,, I walk’c into a friends Garden of mine, 

not farre diflant from this fumptuous 

= S=s" (bur finfull) Citie, to fent the frefh 

and coole Aire, that did breathe on thofe {weet-{melling 
flowers, ButI no fooner entred into this CVicroco/me 
of Sweetnelfie, but the Amenitie, Neatnefle,Elepance,and 
Splendor of the Place did fo tickle and delight my fences; 
that I thought it rather a Celeftiall Paradice, then a Ter- 
reftriall Garden, The glorious Fires that inthe peace of 
Midnight gild the rich Roofe of Heauen , fhew'd but 
dimme to thofe bright fowers that in the day time did il- 
Juminate that place ; fo that a hundred times I did wifh I 
had Argus hundred eyes,thet I might alwayes {ce them,or 
Catullus {weet fenting nofe, that I might alwayes {mell 
them. The Arabsan Odours and /natan Drugs were but 
B Weeds; 


The Figure-Cafler. 


Weeds,compared tothe Howers that did blefle thofe banks. 
The Gardens of Adonis, Alcinous, Tantalus, Hefperides, o% 
* the Bankes of Po were but the Types of this Reall and 
Effentiall {weetnetle ; for all things grew fo beautifull ane 
pleafant, as if Nature had concluded, that whatfoeuei 
hath beene eximious or braue in former Ages,fhould thet 
dwell there, for it was Floras Pallace,her Standing- Houfe, 
and her Spicerie, from whence fhe did breathe forth her 
{weetnelle to euery Climate, 

When I beheld the indultrious Gardiner grafting young 
Syens, me thoughe (with my Mindseyes) i beheld Diec/e. 
fim the Prince exercifing himfelfein the delightfome la. 
bour of Agriculture ; and that. which all Africa admired, 
(Maffinifa walking among his Quick-fers: I could not 
be per{waded, but I faw the valiant Rowstns, learned Gre- 
cians , wile Phrlofophers, and wrangling Lawyers 5 their 
Armes, Oratorie, Moralitie, the lowd and troublefome 
Barre layd afide , quietly and peaceably repofing them-= 
{clues on thofe Bankes : Targuinius the King cutting off 
the heads of Poppyes,asif they had beene the heads of fo 
many. rebelliotis {ubietts; Cato the Cenfor writing in the 
prayfe of Husbandry ; Scilla, after his Dictatorfhip , and 
Luculusyafer his Afatich Warre. 

But 2s 1 was:ferioufly looking ouer this eden of de~ 
light, my- eyes tooke.notice of a withered banke of fow- 
ers, hanging downe their weather-heaten heads, that not 
feuen daycs before had flourifhed in their full prime; ine 
timating ynto Man, that the beautie of all Mundane and 
Earthly pleafures haue no perpetuitic.- Not farre from 
them grew a {weet companie of frefhand redolent flaw- 
ers, that like fo many young Gallants, thought the bright- 
nelle of their glory would neuer vanifh , but that their 
beautie and colour was dyed.in fucha deepe graine of per- 
petuitie, that neyther the violence of a Storme, the pru- 
ning North-Winde, nor the heat of the Mid-day Sunne, 
could beat downe, nippe, or wither them, And thefe fa- 

ding 
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ding and flourifhing Plants were not onely the Emblemes Flowers the 
of Mans Moartalitie, but the true Type of his Death and “ue Psures 
Refurrection ; of his Death, in their decay 5 fhis Refurre- asks 
tion; in their growth end flourifhing. Refurre ie: 
Euery Tree I {aw there clad in Natures Linerie (which 
is greene ) put me in mind of that Protoplas?, e4aam Out 
Great Grandfather 5 and his Fall: for if hee neuer had 
cranfgrelt, hee neuer had worne a Suteof greene leaues 5 
and hee never had beene cloathed in the Treppings of 
Sinne, if he {till had kept himfelfe Naked, that is, Pure, 
Sincere; and Spotleile, Therefore, cuery Gallant ‘or Norés 
prowd Man, that weares Clothes es frefla as the Fields, 
that bought them, may chinke with cheméelues, that ai- 
though they bee neuer fo rich, yet they weare bur the 
Ragges of their Fore-fathers 5 Sinne and Tranfgrflion. 
The Gake ftood there like a great Man, whole curled Oake. 
Brow was-ineident to the higheft Inflamations ot Hea- 
uen, 23 Thunder, Lightning, Tempett, and Raine, while 
the poore humble Shrub.that grew vider him, like a cone Shrub. 
tented Cottager, laughe at the lowdeft ftorme that could 
ever chide. The Pine-tree {tood Like an vptight Man, Pine-tree. 
whofe Confcience was faire fhap’t,fmooth,and even. The 
little Goofe-berry Bufh,laden with fruit,did include with- Goole-bery. 
in ita Triple Embleme: Fir(t,that the greateft Men haves 
not alwayes the greatelt Wits, but that a {mall Body hath 
often as fertile a Braine: Secondly, that although it had 
but-a few Leaues, yet it had an abundance of Fruit ; eae 
ching Man, that his Actions fhould be more then ‘his 
Words: And laft of all, that the heauier hee was laden 
with Fruit, the lower his head bowed to the Earth; tca~ 
ching rich and learned Men that the richer and’ lear- 
neder they grow, the more liberall and. humble: they 
fhould bee. Ihe Bramble,as.1 walk'd by, {cratch’¢ MC Bramble 
by the Legges, which put mec in minde of 2 griping 
Lawyer, that neuer mectes witha Clyent, but hee 
will bee fure ta Reece shim, if hee,dee net lca leg 
2 4 ES 
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Lawrell, 
Rofe. 
Primerofe. 


Muthrombe. 


The Lawrell refembled a conftant and braue Martyr, 
whofe leaues being torne from him, and a9; into the 
fire, will {pic and crackle, as if it derided the deuourin 
flames The Dimaske Rofe lookt like a chaftand miiodell 
Virgin, that will bluth as foone as you caft your eve vpon 
her; and the filuer-coloured Primerofe, that grew necre 
her, like a {potlet{ Confeience. Mee thoughr the Mufhs 
rombe was like one of our Melting. Gallants,who held vp 
his head but for a finall time, but perifhed as foone as it 
began to flourifh, 

Thefesand many more belide thefe, I faw in that place, 
growing peaceably by each other : For the Shrub enuyed 
not the {ublime height of the Oake, northe Oake the 
quiet peace the Shrub enioyed. The Dailie murmured 
not, that the Rofe fhould looke {© beautifull, and {mell 
fo {weete; nor any Weed complayned , thar the Datfie 
fhould haue fuch a gay Coat : but all,like fo many honelt 
and quiet Houfe-holders dwelling nigh each other, did: 
reioyce at each others happinefle, But Man, that is made 
ad smagmem Dei, that is the Golden Key, opening the rich 
Cabinet of all Arts and Sciences, the Compendium and E« 
pitome of the World, cannot liue quiecly together, but like 
fo many Salainanders, mutt either be burning in the fires 
of Contention ; or like Wolues, livirg on the {poyle of 
Innocence; or like Camelions. turning themfelues into 
any colour of Milchiefe, Villany.or Diffimaulation, 

But,as { was wondering at this Place worthy cf wone. 
der, this extafie of my admiration was broken off by the 
occalion of anoyfe I heard not tarre from me, which at. 
the firlt was but like the foft breaching of a winde,fighing 
from the pregnant entrayles of the earth, bur by degrees it 
beganito refemblea Tempelt, fayling aloft in the Ayre, 
When it drew nigherme, I pbiceinee this Lowdnefle to 
be engeadred by the cucr-mouing tongues of fome twene 
tie Women,that came talking and walking downe an Als 
dey (neighbouring very nigh me) and all of them talking. 

to- 
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together: fo that although I had an itching defire to vn- 
deritand, and an attentive care to heare the fubiect of 
their difcourfe, yet it was as polible for me to know what 
they did talke,as to make them leaue talking. In the Rere 
of thefe I perceived an auncient Man (on whofe head the 
hand of Age had {nowed white hayres) come with a graue 
pace after them ; whom entreated , if it lay within the 
reach of his kaowledye, to refolue me what the caufe was 
fo many people,and moft of them Women, fhould flocke 
together,or what bulines they fhould haue in fuch a remote 
and by-place as that was,fo early in the Morning? This old 
Father without any pzeuiftinelle (which isa Paflion inci- 
dent to Age) firft {mil’d in my face, then cooke me by the 
hand, and began to open the myfterie of their meeting, 
and his owne being there, in this mannet. 

‘Sonne, faid he (for fo I may properly call thee, becaufe 
Smoothnefle and Alacritie, che Characters of Youth, fit 
6n thy vnwrinkled forhead) thefe Women your eyes did 
lately cake notice of, are Creatures fo ignorantly obfli- 
nate, that ney¢her the mild entreatie of a Friend can per- 
{wade them from their tullyes, nor the bad report of an E. 
nemic diffwade chem from their peruerfencile. The Party 
to whom they come isa Bird, 6f whofe kinde I thi: ke 
there are buc few living, for he profeffech himfelfe to be a 
Wife-man; andthe cauic of their comming, is to be re= 
{olued either of Money, Siluer-Spoenes, Rings, Gownes, 
Placeyor Linnen they haute lott: fome,to know how many 
Chiid-ea they frill haue, fome, how many Husbands, 
and which fhill love them beft : others, about other bufie 
nelfes but in general) all of them to know fomething, 
which iadeed! at the lafcomes' to nothing. Aad I my 

(ike wHolyediy' foole) hate beene there at che leatk 
half 2 (core-cimessonely to giue my money away, to bee 

Jaughe ar. Yet Pbaue words ynough? for he will promife 
gnore then twentic Courtiers; calkee more for halfe a Peece 
¢hen-halie a core Lawyers, 3” dlyd more then twentic 
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hronologers: yet vith fome tricke, or cuafion, hee wid 


_ come clearely off, without being {u{pected for an Impoltor, 


efpecially if he haue fome man in-hand he thinkes he dare 
worke on,as he hath done me for example, 

For going to the Crotle one Sunday morning to hears 
a Sermon , fome CMereurtan and nimble-finger'd Pick. 
pocket, shat had more minde of my Purfe then the Prea- 
cher, gelci¢ of fixteene pound; fo chat I went home ligh- 
ter by two Stone then I went out, After I had fretted 
nuch, and to no purpofe, I vied all the meanes I could to 
recoucr my loile,, 28 by feeing the Keepers cf Newgate, 
who know which of that Law are appointed to filchin e. 
uery. part of the Citic ; yet ftill I cante homea greater loo. 
fer then 1 went cut : for alwayes being in hope to finde 
that which ] loft, 1] loft more, by brbing one Knaue, to 
difcouer another. At che laft, it was my bad fortune to 
meet with an old Woman,that put a greatecconfidence in 


Bookes to tell the /ewes Cabaks,and Thalmud, the Shepreards Kalender, 


Forrunes. 


Auri fatra 
pemes, 


and Bookes of Palmiftry,then any part of the Bible; who 
aduifed.me to repaire to Do@or P. C. in ‘More-fields, at 
the vpper end of this Alley,and if Are could helpe me to it 
againe, I fhould be {ure to heare of it. This draught, of 
good newes this old Woman gaue me,to quench the thirlt 
of my defire,which I dranke in at minceares as greedily,as 
aman ficke ofa burning Feauer will the coglelt Iulips: fo 
giving this old Piece of Superftition.a-Tefterfor her newes, 
T inftantly went to Mafter Doctor. Who perceiuing me to 
be one that loued Gold well (becaufe Age moft commons 
ly is couetous) thought the better ta worke vpon me, as he 
did: for his Doctorfhip had the Art to hold me in hand 
three weekes; in which time, he made the fixteene pound 
Hoft,ewentie: and when all came to.a-Period , hee told 
me,that he had laboured_hard for me, and at the laft, by his 
no {mall induftrie and paines, had found out the Theefe 
that had my Money, but lic,was fledyinto the Low-Conn- 
trees, becaufe these, were many. Warrants. out to apprehend 

: . him 
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him for many Thefts and Burglaries hee had committed 5 
and if it pleafed me to take fhipping, and fayle'thither » 
fhould be fure to find him at the Labor in Vaine in Bredawe. 
But this comfort went as cold to my heart, asthe Sentence 
of Death to a Man that ftands arraigned at the Barre: for 
had rather goe fiue thoufand mile by Land, then fiue mile 
by Sea; and if ic had beene a hundred pound I had loft, I 
would tather haue giuen as much more, then hazard my 
felfe by Water. Yet howfoeuer J may doubt,nay truly re- 
folue my felfe,that he hath palpably cheated mae: yet it wes 
impollible to finde him  lyar,except I meant to take more 
paines about it,then it was worth. Ther efore as patiently 23 
{am able, am going home agaifie, purpofing hereafrer te 
take heed of two Pick-pockets; the one,the Diuer thet met 
with me in Paw/sChutch-yard ; the other, the Dottor in 
¢ More.fields; that rob’d meas well as the firlt, who io my 
niind hath deferued, for his artifdiall Cheating, the Pillory, 
as well as the other did thé Gallowes, for Stealing. 

Thus Sir,dccording to my weake abilicicghauc | difcour: 
fed to you the'condition of him; to whom thefe Women 
and my felfe come,the caufe of our comming, with his man- 
ner of deluding vs: for howfoeuer he profetfeth himéfelfero 


ose . ¢. em 
4 he LaAdor ie 
Vaine. 


haue an abfolute and exquifire knowledge in Philofophy, > 


Aftronomy,Phyfike, Metaphy likes the Mathematikes,2 id 
Attrology ; yet ifa Scholler had himin handling,he fhould 
fiird him as meere a Mountebanke,as ever fold Sophitica- 
tions in /taly or the Lew-Counerses, 


Heno fooner had delitiered me this Relation,but lie hafled © 


away from me: therefore feeing he was impoitunate to be 
gone, | only fhew’d my felfe gratefull in thanking him for 
his kindnetlelohe went homewards,& Tinto my Garden. 
But now my thinde was quite tranfported from the {weet 
neffe of that Place,and only fixt on the {ubtiltie of the Do- 
Gor,and his politikean{wer tothe old Man about the reco- 
ucrie of his Money; fo that] could not beat quict with my 


felfe,while I was truly refolued of the Artof chis Sta--gazer. ” 
Theres- 
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Therefore.on 2 Morning which was 2s celre as I cot ld 
wifli my thoughts now were, ] put en a Sure of courfe 
Northerne Dozens, with all acceurret) «ors bet were mot! 
fucable to that hcmelineffe, and with ell expedition wene 
to Mafter Do@tor, and haflily knockire a: his Woith ps 
doore, there came running downe the ft. yres with a numa 
ble dexteritie (the little CWephiffepliies) bis Be y Gemiune 
ding with whom I would {peake ; to whem, ina broad 
Somer/etfrire language, I aniwered, with Maller Do@ord 
vpon an earneft bufnetle, Vpon the deliuerie of this 
Mcflage, this yoeng Spirit, like exhaled dew, nimbly flew 
away from me, who vpon an inftent, like a flahh ct Light 
ning was in my bofome againe before I could perceive 
him; and then, without any more Interrogatories, mare 
fhalled me vp into his Mafters Study,who fat in this mans 
ner following: ‘ 

Before a Square Table, couered with a greene Carpet, 
on which lay a huge Booke in Fo/ie, wide open, full of 
ftrange Characters, {uch as the e£ gyotians and Chaldeans 
Were neuer guiltie of 3 not farre from that,a filuer Wand, 
a Surplus, a Watering Pot, with all the fuperftitious or rae 
ther fayned Inflruments of his coufening Art. And te 
puta fairer colour on his black and foule Science, on his 
head hee had a foure.cornered Cap, on his backe a faire 
Gowne (but made ofa ftrange f:(hion) in his righe hand 
he held an Aftrolabe,in his lett a Mathematicall Glatfe. At 
the firft view, there was no man that came to him (if hee 

“were of any fafhion) could cffer him for his aduice letle 
then a Jacobus,and the meaneft halfe a Peece, although hee 
peraduenture(rather then haue nothing)would be contene 
ted witha brace of Twoepences, 

I no fooner came into his Study, but I did him the ree 
werence belonging to his Dee: thip, and ftcod as leng 
bare ro him, as a poore Countrey Client that fuesin Fer. 
ma Pauper will tohis hungry Lawyer. At the laff, with 
the expence of many a Legge (and inay it pleafe your Wor- 

fhip) 
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fhip) I told him, that the caufe of my comming was, that 
hauing lately loft at the Kings Bench Barre in Westminster 
Hall « Chayne of Gold of three hundred Links, therefore 
{ came to his Doctorfhip,hauing beene informed, that his 
Art could bring It to light againe: fo putting my hand in- 
to my Leather Pouch, I greafed his eueredry Palmes with 
an Angell;who no fooner had a feeling of my bountie,but 
hee began to be more liberali to mee of his Tongues 
then I was to him of my Purfe : And while I ftood 
leaning on my Staffe, hee delivered this Emperike-like 


Oration in this or not much ynlike this manne¢t. 
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Oneft Friend, the loffe you haue fuftayned, fs 

fo great, that I make no doubt, what you now 

haue giuen,or hereafter fhall giue, will not come 

forced or wrackt from you, but voluntarie and 
free, Foritiswifdome ina Man to aduenture {mall things 
to regayne greater, where there is a poflibilitie of obtay- 
ning. He is not worthy of Money, that will mot feeke 
after it ; and he cannot truly iudge,how to value fo preci~ 
ous a Metall as Gold, that is not ftung with the lofle of it. 
Therefore Sir, your care deferues a redrefle, and this 
Booke (meaning his Ephimerides’) with my Art and In- 
duftrie, fhall be the Inftrumentall Caufes to make you 
happie in the recouerie of that which is worthie both of 
my Care and your Coft: And to put you in fome hope, 
if that Man that kad your Chayne, lives eyther within 
the Horizon of Exgland, Fraunce Spaine, ltaly 5 OF the 
LoweCowntries , Vwill vndertake to fhew you him, and 


in what place, and what companic hee.is in. There is 
not 
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nota Spirit, eyther of the Fire, Ayre, Earth, or Waters , 
bur I have at.my commaund as readily as any Gallane 
hath his Page or Foot-boy : I .cancofiure them all to. 
gether, and make. them trot vp and downe the. Citie, lea. 
uing not a Pick-pockets,. Gilts, Lifts, Decoyes,; or Dy- 
wers Hofe vnnfurueyed, | 
Looke here Sir (with that, hee aduanced his Mathema< 
ticall Glaffe) with this Inftrument, fir deuifed by that 
learned |Man in our Art, Hermes Tre/megifius , otherwife 
called (Mercurie, 1can fee all things done in. Chriflen. 
dome, If in the day time I looke ia it, | wiil as eafily 
fee what is done in the Citje, as the Sunne. _ There cane 
not a withered-faced Lady paint. her decayed Countes 
“nance at her ChambersWindow, and feta fire slotie on 
it-with her Fecuffes and Italian Tin@ures , but [ fee her 
as perfectly as her thee Secretarie her Chamberemaid, . 
There cannot.a Compter Booke-Keeper and a Conftae 
ble fhare a poore Mans Fees , that the Night before was 
brought into Prifon, ( becanfe hee would not giue the 
blinking Beadle or-begging Watch-man aTefterjbut I fee 
it as ealily as their fellow,. the Bawd-like doore- keeper, 
There cannot a Juflices Clarke,that it may be is more Ju. 
ftice then his Matter, take a Bribe of a noted Cut-purfe, 
whofe Name peraduenture ftands at lealt twentie feve.. 
rall times vpon record in Newgate Booke, but I perceiue 
it as well as the Doxye that. brought it him, 

In the Night time, if I ffand with. this Infttument - 
in my hand 5 I can {ee what_is done in the Citie as well 
as the Man in the Moone. There cannot a Drunkard 
come reeling out of a Tauerne at twelue a Clocke at 
Night, but hee is.as manifelt-before mee, as the Drawer 
that beat him out of doores after hee had {pent -all. hig 
Money. I can feethe commaunding Conftable and the 
drowlie Watch fit nodding on a Stall, while a companie 
of Roaring-boyes, alas Brothers of the Sword, come by 
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Girt fwearing them awake, then out of their Authoritie, 
who in fpight of their teeth will craue leaue to pafle by 
them. There cannot a Tradefmans Puritanicall Wife 
rife early in a Morning, vnder the pretenec of hearing a 
Ledture, bur I know where fhee goes as weli as the Fore- 
man of ber Shoppe that vfhers her. Nay Sir, I haue feene 
the Pope goe in his Pontsficalsous with his: whole | Heard 
of Cardinalls to Saint Peters Church in Rome 5 as often 
as any Citizen hath feene the Right Honourable the 
Lord Maior goe to Pauls-Croffe in Lesdou. As for Pre- 
fer Lackey the Great Aogul, the Sophy of Perfia,and the 
Great Turke, I can fee them as often. as I doc my Boys 
that is never from my elbow. And all this is done by A- 
ftrologie, by facred Altrologie , Diuine Aftrologie , the 
Art of Arts, the Science-of Sciences’ for it.is the Ane 
cient, the moft Authentike, the molt excellent Art in the 
World. For old Father Ads was both an Aftronomer 
and Aftrologer 5 Abraham,and all the Patriarkes: Naysl 
will aflure you, the Students of our Art haue beene fa. 
mous in all Countries ; for Porphyrius and Apulesus de- Countries fac 
rine the Original of ~Magike from the Perfians, although: "0 snliscgas 
Suides will haue it from the CMagu/eans, and from them Sap TSS 
hee calls them (Mage ; the Latines call vs Wife-men ; the 
Grecians, Philofophers 3 the Indsaus, Gywtncfophifis 5 the 
e£ gyptians, Prietts 5 the’ Cabalijts, Prophets ; the Babylo- 
yians and Affyrians , Chaldeans 5 the Frenchmen, Bards: 
And many excellent and eminent Men haue flourifhed 
in this Knowledge} as Zoroafter,the fonne of Aromafins, 
whe laugh d when hee was borne,;among the Perfides 3 ng athematiais 
Numa Pompslius, among the Romans’; Thesbion; AMON ans, j 
the Gymmofophifts; Termes, among the ef gypisans.5 Ba- 
da, among the Babylomans 3 Zamelxis, among the 7 bra 
cians 3 and Abbarss, among the Hyperboreans. A thoviand 
more befide thefe, were excellent Aftrologers 5 as Ptho- 
lomens, whom fome (though very fooles in their Opini- 
C2 on) 
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at euer was : then 
Aftronomers CAdeffabala, Aboafar, Abenragel, Alckibichius, Albumazar, 
and Altroio. 4 brabam, Auenexra; Alg axel, Hermes Trefmngifinas, Aras 
Bots. tus, Higinus, and Thebs after whom, did arife A4sternuss 
that famous Mathematician: then, Georgins Purbachius ; 
after whom, followed Johannes de Atonte Regio, Alphon{us 
King of Ca/tiles as his Tables can teftifie: Was not broad« 
fhouldered Ar/as, that was bigger then the great Porter, 
am admirable Affrenomer and Aftrologer 2 Was not 
Pater Evrorum ™ Evra Pater (whom I had almoft forgot) a rare fellow 
at Altronomie? Yes, as this his Table can teltifie, — 

which hee made I know not how many yeereg. 

~~ fince, in an vnknewne Language ; but 
now faithfully tranilated into the 
Enghfe Tongue by my 
felfe. 
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‘A Heanenly Oration, 
Vi 7 Hat thinke yauSir, was not this learned Artift 


deepely read in the large-leau’d Booke of Hea- 
uen? Doe not you thinke hee could learnedly difcourfe 
of the Poles, Spheres, Orbes, Circumferences, Circles, 
Gentres, Diameters, the Zodiake, the Zenith, the Artike 
and Antartike Poles, Tropicus Capricorniand Tropicus Cane 
ori? Hee was as well acquainted with the Twelue Signes 
in Heauen, as any Tradefman with thofe in Cheape-fide, 
and runne ouerghe Nature ofthe Seuen Planets as nim- 
bly as the Frenbeaulter over the Ropes. And I my felfe, 
(but that I know this kind of Learning is out of ‘your E- 
lement ) could diicourfe to you whata fullen fellow Sa- 
turse is (on whom the permanent continuation: of all 
things depend) whata iouiall fellow’ Jupiter (on-whom 
the fecunditie of Agent Caufes relye’) whata guarrelling 
Swath-buckler A4ars (on whom the fwift expedition of as 
ny thing to the effect doth hang) what a hot fellow Sof 
(whom all Agent Caufes follow) what ¢ wanton Wench 
Venus (on whom the fecunditic of all Materiall Caufes 
looke after) what a merry fellow Aercury (in whom a 
manifold yertue doth flourifh’) and what a madde Lafle 
Lana (on whom the encreale and decreafe of Humane 
things confilt,) For know; that the rich and golden Hars 
uelt that I have gathered out of the {weete and fruitful 
Fields of many Learned Mens Workes, and carefully 
hoorded yp in the Garner of my brelt, hath made me full 
and copious in my Knowledge; fo that there is no Art 
and Science; but: Iam as deepely and profoundly read in, 
gs thole that Haue taken the Worfhipfull Degree of Do- 
Gor. Tam fo good at Phylike, that every Morning I 


haue whole troupes of Mad-men;and others, ficke of Sar- 
yd many others labouring 
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me, fo that neuer Doctor was fo famous: for when Me« 
dicine will-not preuayle, and that neyther Ga/ex, Paracel’ 
[4 ,2-4eectn, Hippocrates; nor all the Heires of XE (culapoas 

a cure them I haue a Spirit chac will fright any difeafe 
from the molt dangerous and ouer-{pent Patient, My 
skill in Alchymie is fo great y that I can turneany thing 
that is brought to me into as perfect Gold as. euer canie 
out of the Jzdtes. Frier Bacon was an Alle, DoGtor Fanitus 
a Foole, Ripley an Empericke, and-Kely a Coxcombe to 
me; they were not worthy to blow my Bellowes, or 
looke to my Stylls, while I worke for the Philofophers 
Stone. But for Aftrologie, I can doe that none of my 
Profeffion, befides my {elfe, could euene Zach ynto ; for 
there is nothing loft, but I can finde againe; nothing in 
hazard of lofing, but I can preferue fafe and fure; I haue 
giuen Trade{-men Spirits, that haue kept their Shops as 
faithfully, as if they had twentie Iourneymen continually 
in it, There is nota part of the Body,but I can giuea Spirit 
to keepe it fafe and found. 

Therefore Sir, to conclude, aflure your felfe, that if all, 
my Spirits and mine owne endeuours can doe you a pleas 
{ure (as you nced not doubt of mine Art) you.thall not 
faile of your Chayne: fo merrily returne to your Lodging 
againe, and repayre to Mee to Morrow Morning, thirtie 
Minutes after fix ; and alwayes remember to admire at 
tre wonderfull power of Sacred, Diuine, and Heauenly 
Aflrologie. 
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When hee had made an end of almoft his endlefle Dita 
courle, wherewith he had fo bejaded and tyred mineeares, 
T was as giad as any young Dottrell, that had made an ef 
cape from the clawes of the Putteck-like Catch. poles, A 
ficke Man, that is troubled with the tedious impertinent 
diicourfe of a prating Nurfe, could not be more happy at 
her Gilence,then [ at his 5 for I was in doubt, that his volu. 
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ble Tongue being once om the Wheele, would neuer have 
Icft running. The Mountebanks Drug Tongue,the Soul. 
diers bumbafted Tongue,the Gypfes Canting Tongue,the Stranze 
Lawyers French Tongue, the: Welch Tongue; nay, all the Tongues 
Tongues that were at the fall of Babylon (when they were 
all confufedly mingled together) could as well be vnder- 
ftood as his ftrange Tongue : fo that if T had beene but as 
ignorant-as he tooke meto be (fu poling,that I did notap- 
prehend what did belong to his learrred Art of Coufenage) 
he would havie made me beleeue,that his worth was corre- 
fpondent to his words. At the laft recouering my felfe 
(for hee had almoft talk’d me outof my Wits \ f heartily 
thanked him; firft,for his learned Dilcourfe ; fecondly,for 
his Comfort; and thirdly,and as {peedily as. could,made . 
im this Anfwer, which I hope wiil proue as great a terror . 
to all Figure-Calters,as Newgate to-Cut-purics. . 
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The Anfwer to the Figure-Cafler,and the 


Confutation of tte 


-Tr,if you euery day fhould'trouble your felfe, or ra3 - 
ther thofe that heare you, with thefe long-winded 
) Exercifes, you had-need eate great ftore of Lycoris: 
and if yau lye fo much to eucry map, as you haue 
done to me, you had bet learne of Syaenides the Art of 
Memory ; for thefe two things are mott requifite for thofe 
that talke and lye fo: much as you doe, You haue made a 
Jatge A ftrologicall difcourfe,only to make mea Foole,and 
proue your felfea Knaue; for cunningly in’your Exerdinm 
you hearten me on tocheat my felfe; for doth not 4 man 
palpably coufen hinafelfe,when he giues moncy toa Knaues 
that fir(t cheats him befote his facey then laughs at him de- 
hind his backe; which is che true cuftome of all Figuree 
Cifters,of whole facultie you profetie to be, 
Woe ie ae es fan a AS: 
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As for your Inftruments, as your Mathematicall Glafle, 

with. which you ean doe wonders, your Siluer Wand, 

Watering Pot, foure.corner'd Cap, are but meere {uper. 

flitious Ornaments, either borrowed fromthe Jewes or Ro« 

sie oa mans, And itisa queftion, whether the Roms/):Prielts had 
The Popifts thefe from the Roguifh Coniurers, orthe Coniurers from 
meere Conius them: for iuft fuch Ceremonies and Exorcifmes the Con- 
vers, iurers vfevpon their inuocation ef Deuills, the-Papifts doe 
in their inuocations ; forthey-exorcife and coniure their 

Salt, chat it may not lofe the fauour, and their Water, 

which the ignorant people gape foras greedily asa Raven 

will for coole ayre in the midit ef Tuly, and this they call 

Potits aqua’ ~ Holy Water: thenthey coniure their Oyle,their Balme, 
enaledifts, their Hearbes,and Plants, that they may haue the vertue 
and influence to heale the ficke and difeafed: they con- 
jure their. Candles, that they may not burne blew ; and 
ees, that they profper,and noe fting any Holy or Religi- 
ous Frier, when hee dares aduenture his bald.Crowne 
nigh one of their Hyues. What is their Chriltening of 
Bells ,-Altars , Pilgrimages, Proceffions, Images, Holye 
A thes ,: Holy-PacesEgges, Flames, Palmes, and Palme- 
boughes, Albes, Copes, and Maniples, Veltiments, Mis 
ters, Staues, Fooles, and Fryers-Hoods, Shells, and Bells, 
Paxes , licking of rotten Bones, creeping to Woodden 
Images and Crotles, fhauing of Crownes,and a thoufand 
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of the like Antike Trickes , but flat Sorcerie and Witch 
C 


craft? 

And doe not all thefe Fooleries agree withthe Coniu— 
rers Rogueries ? Who alwayes obferue the Time of the 
Moone before they fet their Figure, and when they haye 
fet their Figure, and {pread their Circle, firft exorcife the 
Wine and Water which they {prinkle on their Circles 
then mumble in an vnknowne Language : Doe they not 
croife and exorcifé their Surplus 5 their Siluer Wand, 
Gowne, Cap, and euery Inftrument they vfe about their 
blacke and damnable Art? Nay, they crofle the place 

* where. 
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whereon they ftand, becaufe they thinke the Deuilf hath 
no power to come into it, when they haue bleftic: there- 
fore I cannot be perf{waded, but you had your Ceremo- 
nies from the Papilts, who firlt had them trom the Jewes 
or Pagans, or they from you , for you both coufen the 
poore blinded people after one manner 5 firlt, of ¢leir 
Soules, by drawing them to Superftition ; fecondly, of 
their Eftates, by defrauding them of their Money : ‘for 
which caufe, both of you haue deuifed thefe Ceremo- 
nics. 
Thus much for your Inftruments, Now for your Au- 
thors you pile vp on the necke of each cther, I hold not 
lawfull to be fludied to an ill intent ; and for moft of 
them, I hold Atheifts, and fellowes , whofe Workes 
ought rather to be burnt, for being {tuft full of Blafphemy, 
then tobe read for our inftruction,or knowledge, as here- 
after I will thew you. As for Adam, Abrabam, or any of 
the Twelue Patriarkes skill in Coniuration , Figure-Ca- 
fting, or rayfing a Spiric,as you fay, I am fure they practis 
fed none. 
And for your knowledge in Aftronomie, this is Aftronomie. 
my opinion of you, that you have as inuch skill of the 
Poles in Heaven , as you hate of the Poles on Panis 
Steeple. 
Your skill in Phyfike fhall by no meanes make me (if I PhySke. 
chance to fail ficke) chufe you for my Doctor , except I 
am wearie G¥my life ; for 1 fhall be in more danger of 
death by taking your Potions, then I thall be of the Dif- 
cafe. But indeed, for a Man that defires prefent Cure, I 
thinke you are excellent for , becaufe I make no doubr, 
that you will hold him long in hand: and in this you and 
all other Adedicaffers and Dog-leaches are happy , becaufe 
the Sunne doth alwayes behold your good fuccetle, and _ 
the Earth couers all your ignorances. It is a common Plin, tb,294 
faying » Nulam Medicum effe peritum wifi triginta bomines is ¥) poe 
ad orcums dsemiferit: That it is ci ph for any Phylition of nedeus, 
to 
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to be skilfull, except hee hath killed his thirtie men But 
for your part I dere {weareyif you fhould kill three hun« 
dred (as it may be it comes fomething nigh that number, 
becaufe you have beene along practitioner ) you would 
fill remaine but a Quack-faluing Phyfician 3 one, that ic 
may be hath fome lictle faine glimmering of the Praéticke, 
buc nothing of the Theorie of this molt learued and deepe 
Art: For becing fo illiterate'as you are, how can you, 
(neyther vnderttanding the Grecke or Latine Tongues, 
in which the grounds of Phyfike were firft writ). bee! fo 
famous as you rcport-your felfe to be 2 Yer there is one 
thing in your large Oration, that’ would makea’Man be- 
lecue you haue tome skill in Phyfike, becaufe you fay, 
that whole Troupes of Mad-men come to you = in this a 
Man may beleeue you, for if Men were not madde, and 
ftarke out of their Wits , they would neuer come to you 
for your aduice. 

There is nothing ‘you haue fpoken , that T'can per- 
{wade my felfe you haue faid true, but in this, in pro- 
fefling your felfe an Alchymilt : for I dare vndertake, 
that ifa Man bring you a Cart-Load of Bralle; Iron, or 
Pewter, you-can, in thetime a Man will goe eyther inte 
Longe Lane, or Hound/-Dirch; turne itinto as good Gold, 
as is in the richeft Vifurers clofe-fhut Powch in the Ci. 
tic, But for the Philofophers Stone, Irhinke you can 
finde out the Quadrature of the Circles! ora new way 
tothe Eaft-/wases,as foone as finde out Wat: if you can 
finde it out for others, why cannot you as well for your 
delucs? ; 

By this, a Man may percejue the Roguerie of all Al~ 
chymitts ,,and, the true nature of their Art, which in- 
deed is an Att-wichout Art, ‘whofe beginning is, {tourly 
to lye, and whofe end is, miferably to begge, And to 
conclude, all thefe Gold-engendring Chymi/ts, are Archy- 
waists rather Leckymists, and make all thofe that follow 
them, Lachryms/tsy req ie 
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For your Art, in giuing Men Flyes and Spirits to Flyes and 
expell all ill Jucke from them 5 I thinke it is a8 eafie to Spirits. 
beedone, and to as much purpofe, as the Licence and 
Power Pope Paui the third gaue to Serena (Maria Oftries 
aridtwelue of her Bloud, who by the vertue of a payre of 
coniured Beads, could be forgiven the third part of their 
fianes, if they feid but one Pater-Noffer; although it was 
{aid without Deuotion, 

Alfo your Spirits for all Trades, and to cure all Dif 
eafes, and to defend euery part of the Body, is as pretti¢c 
and quaint a Deceit, as chat of the Romifh Religion ; who 
will {ell any Vocation a Saint, to keepe, defend, and 
profper it; For they hold, that Saint Hg and Saint Ew- 
face guard Hunters from Perills and Dangers, that the 
Staggetor Buicke may not hit chem on the Head with 
their Hornes ; Saint CVartin and Saint Urbans guard 
all Ale-Knights, Tauerne-Hunters , and Drunkards , 
from falling into the Kennell , as they goe reeling to 
their Lodgings 5 Saint Chrispine and Chrigfinus detend 
all Shoomakers ; Saint Arold preferucs Millers 5 Saint 
Stephen, W cauers, 

They haue Saints alfo for Cattell : as, Saint Anthonie Saints for 
for Hogges 5 Saint Ley for Horfe and Kine , Saint Gallus Carcell, 
for Geele, Saint Wendelin for Sheepe; and Saint Gertrude 
poyfoneth all Rats and Mice: fo that none of thefe Ver- 
mine were euer knowne to gnaw any Fryers Cheefe or 
Bacon > | 
For Difeafes, they hold, that Saint /che and Saint Saints for 
Valentine keepe Men, efpecially Women, from the Fal- Difcates. 
ling-ficknetfe : that Sainte Anthowie heales all kinde of 
Fires , though they be as hot as cuer came out of any 
French Hofpitall : Saint Rech the Peltilence ; and that's 
the caufe (they fay) fo few of them dyed the laft great 
Plague-time: Saint Rowan re{tores all Mad people to their 
Wits 5 Saint Job is good for the Pocks; Saint Appslsn is 2s 
good at the Tooth-ach. 
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Alfo for euery Limbe in Mans Body they haue a Saint: 
for S. Otilia keepes che Head, in ttead of Aries 3 S. Blafine 
is appointed to gouerne the Necke, in ftead of Taurse 
S. Lawrence keepes the Backe and Shoulders, in ftead of 
Geman, Cancer,and Leo; S. Erajmus rules the Belly, with 
the Entraylcs, in the place of Zebra and Scorpsws : in the 
ftead of Sagsttarins, Capricornms, Aquarims, and Pifces, the 
Holy Church of Rome hath eleéted S, Burgarde, S. Rochus, 
S. Quirinas, S. lobn, and many others, which gouerne the - 
Thighes,Feet,Shinnes aud Knees. 

All thefe things being truly confidered, I admire there 
are fo many Trade{-men breake, fo many great rich men 
dye, and fo many Sicknetles and Difeafes in Italy and 
England, fecing their Saints haue fuch power to driue theirs 
away , and our Cunning Men and Women {o many 
Charmes to fright away ours, But fure, if thefe things 
were true, Doctors, Apothecaries,and Chir urgians bee 
be as poore as Fidlers, Poets, and Alchymifts. But I will 
giue as much credit ro. the Romi Saints, as to our Enghje 
Mountebanks Spirits, which were firft inuented by fubrill 
Fryers and craftie Knaues,only to beguile the poore people 
of their Money, 

It may be (Sir) at the firft you fuppofed me to be (be. 
caufe of my plaine Countrey Habit) a Woodcocke fit for 
your Sprindge: but to be plaine with you Sir,your Wor- 
ship is decciued of me, for I can perceiue you to be an are 
rant Knaue ; for your trickes are fo thin and fleight, thata 
Man of a very dimvnderftanding may fee cleane through 
them. Your difcourfe is neyther knit together with the 
Nerues of Vnderltanding,Wit, Art, ludgement,or Difcree 
tion, it hath no Realitie or Eflence init : but you huddle 
a companie of Altronomicall words together , wanting 
both Coherence, Methode, and Congruitie; youpowre 
out whole Dictionaries of {trange, Words,talke as though 
you could repeat Dutch Gallobelgicus-or Engh fa Heltingsa 
head without booke, and lye as if youshadtheld' Herodotns 
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Penne while hee writ the Nine Mufes. To tell you truce 

Sir, { came not hither to find outa Chayne (for indeede I 

haue loft none) but firlt to find out, then to exprele your 

Roguerie: therefore I thinke, if you had beene a true Wi- 

zard, it were impoflible | fhould put a Tricke vpon you, 

that is foexcellent at che moft Coufening, Cheating, and 
Conycatching Art of Aftrologie. 

I perceiue by your {weating, I amvery tedious to you : 
but good Sir be patient, for I haue giuen your Tongue ant 
yncontroulable libertie, to fpeake in the defence of your 
Art, that hath been fo beneficiallto you : therefore I hope 
you will giue me leaue (if not, I now will be fo bold as to 
take ic) to {peake in the difpray fe of itybecaufe it hath beene 
fo preiudiciall to many. 

If Figure-Calting be an Art, or Science; why is it not a grdo prapoffe- 
Liberal! Science as well as all the other 2 or why is it notr#s, 
fludied as freely and as lawfully as the reft , but that the Confutatio vile 
Profetfor of it is forced to flye into fuch by-places, darke £«" 
Corners,and Garden- Allyes, as thefe? If youare afhamed 
to fhew the reafons, I will not, but truely reueale chem 5 
which are,cither becaufe the generalleye of the world may 
not take notice of the foolery of chofe people, and fo giue 
them warning , or that theroguery of you thatentice them 
may not beapparant , and {fo you come to a deferued pu- 
nifhment: Or that youmay bee thought more famous in 
theopiaion of the ignorant, who fuppofethat fuch melan- 
choly places belt {uice with fuch as {tudy thefe Arts. This Figure-Calt- 
may appzare by the cunning Manon the Bank fide,Mother ers,Cunning 
Broughton in Chicke- Lane, yong Malter Oliwe in Turnebele- Men, and Woe 
frreet, the fhag-hair’d Wizard in Pepp:r- Alley, the Chirur- stg 
gion with the Bag-pipe Cheeke, Doctor Fore-man at Lama 
beth, and you here in More. fields, and many fuch Impo- 
po , that like the Birds of Wonder flye the light of che 

1fiC. 

Againe, thereis no Art or Science; but the definition 
fhewes'the excellencie of it. 
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Grammar, 


Logicke, 


Rhetoricke, 


Arithmaticke, 
Mauficke, 


Geomittrie, 
Aflronomie, 
Philofephie, 


PhyGcke, 


Grammar is the Science of {peaking and writing truly, 
the Fountaine and Original] of all Arts. 

Logicke the Art of Arts, the Science of Sciences, that 
makes way for the beginning of all Methodes,and an Art 
tuat by difputing finds out the Truth, 

Rhetoricke is an Art, teaching to fpeake elegantly , by 
Tropes and Figures, 

Arithmaticke isthe Do&trine of Numbers. 

Mulicke the harmonious facultie of weighing the diffe- 
rences of Sounds by Sence and Reafon, 

Geomerrie the Difcipline of Immoueable Greatnetles, 
and the contemplative defcription of Formes, 

Affronomie a certaine Law and Rule, confidering the 
Motion of Superior Bodyes, 

Philofophie the: knowledge of Divine and Humane 
things, ioyned wich the ftudie of liuing well. 

Phylicke che Are of curing and healing the ficke and 
difeafed, | 

But for your Aftrologie, your Sacred Aftrologie, your 
Diuine Aftrologie, I neuer read, that any Diuine, Father, 
or Preacher euer gaue. any commendable defcription of it 
Indeed, fome of that wife Sect you profetle your felfe to 
be of, haue endeuoured to illuftrate and beautifie, with one 
of whofe Authoritie f will not allow of, becaufe Diuinitie 
(the Queene and Miltreffe of the Arts) doth deny it, 
Therefore, becaufe there is no true defeription of this Art, 
if the Students of it will thinke themfelues beholding te 
me,] will furnifh them with one 


A new and true defcription of Aftrologie. 


A: trologse tx an Art,whereby Cunning Knaues cheat plaive 
heneft Adem, that teacheth both the Theory and Praca 
sicke of elofe Comfenage, a Science infirucling all the Sta 
dents of st 10 Lye as often as they peake, and to be rele ne 

oftner 
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ofiner then. they hold thesr Tongues 5 that tells truth as ofters 
as Bawds gor to Church, Witches or Whores fay their Prayers, 
or neucr bus when the Englith Nones and the Grecke Calends 
micet together. 


This isthe true'defeription of your Art. Now the ver- 
tue and power of your Art; Is to calculate Deaths and Na- 
tivities, caft Figures, finde out things that ic may be were 
neuer loft, giue Fooles Flyes to win if they can at Ordina- 
ries, and more of the like, which I will not nominate, be- 
caufe it will. be troublefome to my felfe, and tedious to 

our Doctorfhip (whom I perceiue to be as full of Frets, 
as.a Mulician ) all which I will proue to be vnlawfull, to 
the difgrace of all the damnable and diabolicall Students 
in that Art; andifI doe not artificially confute and cone 
found all thofe that.can rayfe a-Spirit, and caft a Figure, 
and all other Mountebankes, Emperickes,and Impoltors, 


fuch as you are that pretend todocit then let chem boldly 
and confidently fay, lam buta meere Frefh-man, and no 


true Mafterin my Art. 

Some Principles,conducing to the perfect Science and 
Knowledge of -Aftrologie 5 handle the Natures and the 
Parts of the Zodiake; others, the Qualities of the Planets ; 
forme, the Dimenfions and abftrufe Ggnifications of the 
Houfes. The Aftrologers themfelues divide the Zodiake 
into twelue Parts or Signes, hauing every part confilling 
of thirtie degrees. of Longitude, and twelue of Latitude. 
In thele prettie Inuentions they fhew themielues Poets as 
well as Aftrologers, in fayning fo neatly: for can any Re 
them make me beleeue thereare Twelue Signes to bee mnake a Wil 
feene in Heauen as vifibly as. thofe on the Earth, or that gernefle in 
there are any fuch \Creatures)in Heauen, as the crooke- Heauen. 
horn’d Ram,the goring Bull,the poy{fon-fpitting Scorpion, 
any lecherous Crab- fifi, vnconicionable Scales, roaring peed 
Lyon,or hot-rayned Gozt? Can any. of you make me be- oy pee 
Accuie there is fuch a Wilderneile.of wild Beats a3. thele ? pret seks 

pti ' Iter cap.24 : 
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it may be indeede there is Virgo, becaufe thee is feldome 
vfs maior Acene on the Earth ; but for the angry Beare , {narling 
minor, Dogge, venomous Dragon, greedie Vultur,hiffing Snake, 
(ant mar & horrible Hydra; fearefull Haire,or Man-louing Dolphin to 
rag : be in Heauen, I neuer will beleeue it : howfoeuer J haue 
PFW ae heard a plaine Countrey fellow ftand in defence of it that 
Angus, it there were no fuch things in Heaven, fuch Wife-men as 
Lepas @ (4, Almanack-Makers would neuer put them forth in Print. 
; But I will laugh ae their ignorance, and feoffe at all Weae 
Boon. ther-wife Wizards with Bion the Philofopher , that held 
thofe Altronomers and Aftrologers ridiculous , that can~ 
not {ee Fifhes {wim in the Sea, yet afirme they haue feene 
Diogenes, them in Heauen: Or deride them, as Diogenes did; who 
feeing an Aftrologer offer a Table to fell, whereon was 
Legelwia, painted the Errane Starres, faid to him: Sure thou art de. 
-ceiued good fellow, they are not the Starres that erre, but 
thou thar felle{t them ; biting at the folly of thefe Caleu- 
lators, that moft commonly erre in their Opinions, 
The fame Philofopher hearing a Starre-catcher make 2 
Jong, and (as hee thought) a learned difcourfe about the 
Celeftiall Signes, askt him if he euer were there, hee knew 
them {o well, or ever had any hope to come thither, he did 
lye fo much ? for is it poflible (faith he) chat you can truly 
know what is in Heaven, or-what is done there. when in 
your abfence, you cannot fee or know what is done at 
home ? But thefe are onely:iefts put vpon them, not Ar- 
guments to cenfute them : but will proue there are no 
fuch things in Heauen as thefe they talke, and fhew the 
reafon why they fainefuch things to be in Heauen. 
Novas As the diuerfities of the Circles defcribed in the Spheres 
‘ine diuifion are meerely imaginarie ; fo the divilion of the Zodiake is 
ofthe Zodiake not materiall,or of the firl! Creation, but onely fayned by 
meercly mar the will and arbitrement of the Altrologers , that thereby 
Pinari¢, NOE yen 
mat they may know the Beginnings and the End of the Heaw 
uens Motion. And the reafon that they diuide the Zodi- 
ake into Twelue Signes, neither ‘more or lefle, and that 
euery 
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euery Signe is divided intothirtic Degrees, and every De- 
grec into lixtie Minutes 5 is becaufe this Number is mott 
fit for Calculations, as the A ltrologers themf{elues do wit- 
netle: as Hales Auexradonon theexpofition of Ptolomy,and , 
Abrabam Anenoxrain his Booke of Aftrelogicall Reafons, og avid vos 
fo that they might, ific had pleafed them, haue divided the 
Zodiacke into more or fewer parts, butthey would not: 
which diuifion is cleane contrary to the Dodtrine of the 
Caldeans , for theyteach,that there are not Twelue Signes Caldeans 
but Eleuen Images, fo couple Libra and. Scorpio toge- 
ther. 

A man cannot alledge a flronger-reafon not to belecue 
thefe Aftrologers and Artletfe Empericks, then the ftrange 
opinionsthey hold,and to heare how floutly moft of them 
will defend the grotle abfurdities of many Philofophers 
and Aftronomers: For doe you notthinke Eudexus and 
and Aratus weremad when they would boldly affirme, 4#g.de Px 
that they knew how many ftarres were in Heauen, and ‘4D 
the Names and Cperation of them all? Were not the aun- 
cient Aftronomers out of their wits, that held the ftarres 
were ftucke on the roofe of Heauen, no otherwife then 
Artificiall ftarres on the top of fome {umptueus building? 
Wasit nota fondnetle in that Epicure, that did certainely 
beleeve, that when the ftarres did fhine in the night that 
then they were but kindled of God , and when they did 
vanifh away , by the approch of the day , that then they 
were quencht by him ? as ifwe fhould fay , when wee fee 
2 man,then he is borne;but when he is out of-our fight,then 
he isdead. Whatan Abfurditie wasitin Origen to affitme Origen 0.1. 
that the Sunne andthe Moone, and thereft of the ftarres, 
were liuing creatures, being capable both of our Vices and Labaut confit. 
Vertues? grounding his weake argument vpon the words ate aie 
of lob, whofayde; That the Starres were not Purein the hi |e 
fight of God:whichwas not meant,or {fpoken,asthey were 
Rationable Creatures,but asthey were glorious {tarres,and 
ofa moft excellent and full brightnetle, whoalthough they 

: were 
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What a Vanitie was it in that Aftronomer,that held,that 
Starres had their Motion from themfelues? which is molt 
abfurd: forif a Starre is moued by it felfe, then Nature is 
defective, which neuer gaue any Figure or Organ to any 
Starre for fucha Motion. But Nature neuer was defe@iue 
in any thing, doth not abound in {uperfluous things, or 
doth any thing in vaine: Therefore we muft conclude,no 
Starre hath the Mction from it felfe,but hath it from God, 
thar is the true Prime Moter all the wifeand learned Phi= 
lofophers haue fo much talked of, 

What an error is it in fome againe, that doubt whether 
the World be Sphericall,or round,or not? which doubtis 
moft vaine and idle: for this fenGble World was made ace 
cording to the example and fimilitude of the Intelle@tuall, 
Rostins,decon. Se Arch Type and Idea of the Diuine Minde; in whichis 
filat.46,3.  neyther Beginning nor End, fuch as you may perceiue ina 
Plato, co Mer- Sphericall Figure. Againe, it may be argued Mathemati- 
se Trifmee cally thus, That it isa fc thing for that Body chat containes 
aes. Within it all things, fhould haue the molt capable Figure, 

which is the Sphericall. 
What an abfurditie was itin P/aro(the Diuineft Philofos 
pher and greate(t {earcher of Nature that ever writ)¢o hold, 
Magnns Amus that after the full refolution of thirtie thoufand yeeres, all 
eens things fhould returne againe to the firlt flateand condition 
Fbilofapbica pf they were at inthe Non-ageand Infancie of the World? If 
vesolitionem this were true, then our firft Father fhovld be placed once 
#9000 Anso- More in Paradice, once againe fhould the Serpent tempt 
vn, | Exe,and once more fhould Chrift be crucified, & rife again: 
ee 7vé | then fhouldall chofe ble(t Soulesthatarein Heauen,liuveon 
1.3 CAp.4, de : : 
tn cuties, the Earth againe, and all.they that arein Hell,be freed from 
their torments, But Diuinitic proues all this to be falfe. 
oe oe Betis 2a ott. Was 


Morus stellt- 
vI«I?, 
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Was it not a great ouerfight in Cicere,Plate,and many oe 
ther Philofophers to beleeue,that thereisa Mufical confent The chiming 
and found wrought by the ordinary Motion of the Starres of the Spheres. 
and Planets? which cannot be: forthe celeftiall & fuperior Arsbre, bO%. 
part of Heauen hath no Aire in it, without which there can 
be no found made; neither do celeftiall Bodies, while they 
moue in their Spheres, touch any hard or harfh thing,as the 
finger doth the Lute or Harpe, which is the caufe of fuch 
Moficall and Harmonious Raptures, 

Alfo to what purpofe was it in many Writers, to hold a 
difference whereabout the Middle of the Earth fhould be ? 
The ancienteft Writers hold that i¢ was at De/phos : vpon 
which occafion Strabo doth declare a Fable,how that there Strabo, 
were two Eagles fent forth by Joze,one fr6 the FaRt,another 
from the Welt,both which came to De/phes,to a place calltd 
Omphale, that is, Vasbiculo, the Nauell: but this is fabulous, 
therfore vaine. Many Cof{mographers & Aftronomers hold 
that the Centre of the Earth is either in Mount Taurus bard 
by Caucafas,where they report the Ark ftood,orin the field 
Semisaror in fome other place of Afcfopotamia. Prelomy be- Prolomey. 
lecues it was placed vnder the A.quinoctiall Circle, Strabo 
fayth,it was in Pernaffus,a Mountaine in Greece : to which, 
Plutarch and othersagree, But will not credie the belt of Plutarch 
thefe (although it be a matter of no great confequence) but 
inquire among the learned Fathers, and feeke out the truth 
from them many of whom belecue &report;that the middle 
ofthe Earth is in /vdea,& efpecially JerxfalemtobetheCen- ,,,, 
tre: of whichopinion is Lyra, Hylarins,& many others,who Holarins, 
moft confidently beleeuc itybecaufe they alledge the faying 
ofthe Prophet, Dews eperatns off falutem in medso terra. Pfalan.7 4+ 

Is it not as groffe in many Geographers 6 Aftronomers,to 
argue with for cible reefons,that iuft vnderneath this habita- Pe/pades, 
ble world thereis another beyond the Ocean, in which peo- 
pleliue whofe feet are oppofit to ours? which opinion Leen’ 5 ct a aul 

ant Inftiter., 

ftrange both to Lactantius & S. Ang. and I cannot chufe but jj. 5 cap.2.4, 


admire at their confidence in it: for if they argue thus,why ugujlin. de 
E2 doe Cis, Det, fs b.63 
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doe they not argue this concerning the Water and the 
Earth, which by this meanesis no letfe pendant and hang: 
ing then the body of man: For ifa man looke onthe {ci- 
tuation of the Heauen & Earth, the Antipodites haue their 
feete downewards and their heads vpwardsas wellas wee: 
and contrarily, we as well as they, by the collation of one 
Nation to another, haue our feete vpwards and eur heads 
downeward. None can deny the Heauens:to beeround, 
where then doth the Sun rife when hefets fromvs2?- Some 
fay itrifethin the Antipodeg ;. Why.then ifthe Sunne bee 
withthem all the while hee is abfemt from vs, weearethe 
Antipodes. Againe , it is not to bee doubted that the Seais 
round, yet whena fhip hath fayled {0 farre thatthe Pylot 
may iudge it to becin thefarthelt and vetermoft Region of 
the Watry-Wildernetle,yet the fhip will not fallinto Hea. 
ven, which compaifeth che Sea and Land round about, 
for they hang by the rare Art of the rareft Geometrician, 
God: betweene the Heauens hauingall the Elementscom- 
paflingthem round about , fothat which way foeuer wee 
goe, Heauenis {till aboue vs and beneath vs, Now ifthis 
be fo, asit isnot to bee doubted ; why'do notthe Antipo. 
es, that haue their -feete oppofite to.ours, fall into the 
Heauens? 
No fure,thefe Geographers were deceiued, for whereas 
= they fay the Antipodes were in a world vnder vs , they 
Thefeare the 6 sutd haueaffirmed that they were, and areshere with vs; 
tine Antipo- sees, wert: 
des. and then I fhould haue agreed with them, for there arema- 
ny» that feldome or neuer fee the Light, the Sunne riie,or 
fet: For what are Drunken-Alehoufes, Wine-tavernes, 
Bouling-kens, and Vi@ualing-houfes, where men drinke 
and {wiil, andneuer feeany light, but that efa Candleto 
kindle their Tobacco,or that of the fre which burnes their 
Pipes, but the Antipodes? And doe not thofethat ina 
peruer{eorder,and quite retrograde from Nature, making 
the Day Night, and depriue themfelues not onely of the 
Common light,bug the light of the Minde, by inyoluing 
them- 
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them(elues in the thicke clouds of Ignorance and He- 
relic’, five like true Antipodites ? But for any other 
then thefe, I know not of, nor will acknowledge any 
other 5 whatfoeuer Aftronomers or Geographers may 
afhrme, ) 

But J feare Thaue erred too farre out of the path Tam 
bound to fallow : therefore I will come into it againe, 

There cannot bea greater argument of the falfenetfe of 
Atrologers, then the deadly Antypathie that is betweene 
them concerning the Art it felfe: for forme of them hold, 
chat the Degrees, Planets, Qualities, Apparances, Ends, Diverfrates 
Bxaltations, and Fallings , they attribute to the Planets, 7“tatum & 
may be ettayned vnto by the diligent obferuation of the oh ab ofetti 
Effects of che Heauens, who by degrees may come fo the ee ae 
knowledge of the Caules : for they thinke, that in the be- tar, is 
ginning of the World God gate Men fo long lives, that 
they ‘might give their Minds to Speculation whereby 
they might finde our Aftronomic 5 Aftrologieand fuch 
Arts and Sciences, which require a long, large, and exact 
experience. In this 1 beleeue they fay true: for fome fay, 
(it is'a finne to belye the Deuilly by long obferuation 
they may learne many experiments concerning Aftrolo- 
sie; yet, if by mecre experience they had attay ned to the 
Principles, then not once, but often,they fhould haue ob- 
ferued the fame Conftellation , which is oppolite to the 
Tenent of molt of them, who hold, that the fame Conttel- 
lation cannot appeare wholly againe,vnielle it be after the 
reuiolution of many thoufand yeeres : and ifthey could 
perceive chem fooner, yet doth it not fuffice to obferne 
the fame particular Conttellation,bécaufe feeing the influ- 
ence of no Starre tends vpward, tt Is decreed by Aftrolo- 
gers, that it: is vacertaine whether the experimental etiect 
is to be afcribed ta this or that Planet,wnletle by chance it 
be to the Sunne or the Mpone, which are often propofed 
to vsin operation, when oftentimes they are the influence 
of gicifer Starre, although farther from vs. For another Notas 
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Contftellation in fuperior parts doth vary, hinder, and die 
minifh the eperation of Heauen in inferior parts, the dife 
polition of the matter. 
But {uppofe the influences of Contftellations may be 

vnderlteod, yet they are not fufficiently made manife(t, as 
May appeare to him that reades the many doubts that arife 
about Aftrologie, concernin g the Motion of the Starres, 
the Firmament,and the Planets, 

Stellarum fixte Some graunt, that there isa Heaven aboue the Firma- 

vam @ords trie ments {ome late Writers make vie of and praCtife another 

plex, Heauen ; the Chaldeans and e£ gypiians One Motion, that 
is to fay,diurnall tothe Starres: Prholomey addes a {econd, 
Which is from the Eaft to the Welts Thedst a third, which 
is from the North to the South: but they all varie about 
the Time. And wonder nor, if they vary about the fixt 
Starre, feeing they differ about the Motion of the Sunne 
and the Moone, for the precife knewledge of the Solar 
yeere: and it is tieedletle to report, how much they differ 
about the declination of the Sunne. 

Therefore, why fhould any man beleeve them, when 
their Writings and Opinions differ {0 farre from one ano« 
ther? forit is certaine, that if Attrologers be deceived but 
in one Degree, in taking an Houre y they erre likewife in 
the diuilion of the Houfes; for the Degree will change the 
Signe: then is it necetlarie that cheir experiments are de. 
ceitfull, | 

The Aftrole. — The Cha/deans (the moft ancienteft Altrologers) differ 
getsPrize, from the Opinion of the # gyptians 5 tor the eLgyptians 
diuide the Zodiake into tweltie Signes, but the (haldeans 

into eleuen Images. Againe,fome ef them difagree in their 

Degrees: fome of them will have this Planet placed in 

this Houfe, another in the third, fourth, fift,orfixt. Thus 

is there fuch a deadly enmitie betweene thefe Heauenly 

Doctors , that like fo many Matters of the Noble Science 

of Defence, they ftriue to breake the head of each others 

reputation , and f{tand at defiance with each other, For 

when 
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when Prbelemie hath his /acobs Staffe in his hand , hee 
thought himfelfe as skilfull ac it as Turner was at his Ra 
pier and Dagger, and was allured,that Hermes Trefinegifine 
durft not ftand vp again him. When Atcbibicins had got 
hold of hig Aftroiabe , hee was as fafe as Rodan the Deuill 
with his Sword and Targuet, and durft prognofticate,that 
neyther Albumazar nor Aboaxar dur{t challenge him. 
When Abraban Haly, or Thebit 4 were peeping through 
their Profpectiue Glatles, they did belecue, that neyther 
Auenozra nor Algazel durlt looke them in the face. 
Nay, doe but looke into the humours of our Moderne 
Calculators, and you fhall finde them rayle one againft 
another as bitterly as Naf againfk Harny 5 and why is 
all this 2 but becaufe they condemne each other for ly- 
ing; when Heauen and Earth, God and Man, knows 
that he that lyeth the feldomelt, doth lye very often, 
Some of them will prognofticate, thaton fuch a day 
very vnfallibly there fhal! be Raine, when it is 2 thou~ ~ 
fand pound to a Farthing Token; but all the people dwel- 
ling in that Meridian his Almanacke was calculated fors 
but will finde them Lyars; except fome Widdowes,that 
haue buryed their Husbands, or Sonnes their Fathers,who 
raine whole fhowers of teares from their clouded eyes, it 
may be more for ioy then forrow. Another will fore-tell 
of Lightning and Thunder that fhall happen fuch a day, 
when there are no {uch Inflamations feene, except men’ 
goeto the Fortune in Golding- Laney to fee the Tragedie 
of DoGor Fanfius. There indeede a man may behold 
fhagge-hayr’d Deuills runne roaring ouer the Stage with 
Squibs in their mouthes, while Drummers make Thun- 
der in the Tyring-houie,and the twelue-penny Hitelings © 
make artificiall Lightning in their Heauens. A third will 
fore-tell, that great Darkenefle fhall happen on fucha days 
when it may be none finde it true but Drunkards, that 
moft commonly drinke'themfelucs fo blinde ; that they 
cannot fee day-light, 
Who ° 
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Who then will belecue thefe Fortunesfellers ? for whom 
it is as ealie at all times to tell true > as to make a thrice 
carted Atequerelia forfake her Uenetian Tin@tures , and 

paint her old wrinkled face with a medeft blufh. 
Yet which is moft lirangeysnd to be wondred at, I read 
one of their Predictions, which hitherto hath preued true ; 
This is excees which was, that from the yecre 1617. to the end of the 
ding ut. World, fhould be great Fires in many parts of the Citie of 
London: which hitherto hath proued tiue, to the no {mall 
admiration of the Reader, and the no leffe prayfe to the 
Calculator. For there haue keene fiich hot fires in Pukt. 
batch, Turne-bole-fircet, the WVyneryes,and both the Fryers; 
and other fuch teligious places, where Verse Nunnes are 
Cloyftered, that if Tem Todd and his fellow fic th-dretiers 
had not quenche thofe inflamations , many three-chin’d 
Bawd, dry-filted Punke, and bisket-handed Pandar would 
have had all their hayre burnt off long exe this. There 
haue beene great fires many Moneths together in the Of/d- 
Bayly, {0 that many haue beene burnt in the Hand; and 
very glad they could {cape fote, Many Drunkards haue 
had terrible heart-burnings with drinking ftale Beere,and 
vehement hot inflemations ac their ftomacke with dtin- 
cing hot Waeers, fo that many of them darenot goetabed 
~without a Thuirondel! Pot of fix fhillings Beere ftand by 
them all night, forfeare their throats be fet on fre before 
the next morning. Prodigalls haue had many phantafti- 
call fres in their braines, that haue almoft burnt vp their 

Wit. 

But that which moft ericues me, is, moftof the Varlets 
Execlient pla- belonging to the. Citie Colledges (I meane both the pro- 
etka ’P digicus Comprers) haue fierie red faces, that they cannot 
ae puta Cup of Nippitato to their Snowts, but with the ex. 
treme heat that doth glow from them, they make it cry 
hitle againe, as if there were 4 Gadd of burning Steele 
flung inte the Pot, But becaufe I-doe cruelly loue them, 
I will be their ef fen/apivs y and preferibe this Medicine 
fol- 
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following: Let them euery morning take a fpoonefull of proscsum eff 
Aqua Fortis, rather Aqua Regis, as much Olam Origanum, for the cure of 
and mingle it with a little Wercurie {ublimate = then take Red Nokes. 
a piece of the courfelt haire-cloth, and dip it in this liquors 
and fo euery morning, while their Nofes is well,wet them 
with this Medicine, and it will doe all the Compter-Kites 
as much good as the World can defice : for it ftands to 
great Sa it fhould cure them, for one heat alwayes 
riues out another s why elfe doe Cookes that burne their 
fingers, hold them to the fire, but that the greater heae 
fhould expell the lefle ? or why doe footmen,in the heteit 
Weather, after they haue runne a Race, drinke fo much 
Ufgnebah and Rofa Soliz, but that it frights away the other? 
But I will leaue this Medicine to them , hoping they will 
take it, for it is for heir good: and now | will comea- 
gaine toour Prxdictions, 

There hath beene day and night continual! Fires in 
Fleet-ffreet and the Strand,and in many other places of the 
Citie,but efpecially in Tobacco fhops, fo that there cannot 
4 man come in, but his Nefe will {moake for it. 

Thus once in their liues they haue told truth « yet this 
doth not giue fatisfaction for the whole Legend of Lyes 
they yeerely fet forth, and who fo artificially tell them; 
that they well may be called Lyes in Print. 

Yet, howfoeuer they doe often mitfe in their Prae 
di@ions , when they fore-tell of the difpofition of the 
Weather, of Warre, of Sicknefle, of the Change of 
Times, and of Lawes; yet I cannot deny altogether, 
but that future Contingences may bee feene by the 
Contemplation of Heauen, For there is none can 
doubt 5. but.that God the great Architect of this vili- 
ble and inuifible World , infufed a manyfold vertue 
and operation in the Heauens: but that many of thefe 
Qualities are fecret, and occult, the Kingly Prophes 
Dania. telleth vs, faying 3. God numbreth the multitude P/al.40. 6, 
of Starres » cand impofeth ,feuctall Names vnto them. 
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Therefore it is manife(t, chat things are named according 
to their properties, which none but hee that made them, 
can perfetly and diftin@ly vnderftand. 
Yet many Philofophers by their Speculation knew and 
obferued the general! Influence of Heauen. by their Moti 
Avift, lifer Me- ON, Heat, and Light: which made Ariffor/e afirme, That 
tererum, > de this Elementarig World is contiguous to Heauen,and that 
Grncratiene. — the Sunne,vnder the Oblique Circle,or the Zodiake, caus 
feth Generations. Which is not abfurd to afirme: for 
Co-pora inferiora Cettainely, the thicke and groile Bodyes are gouerned by 
Jubyciunsur (x- the thinne, and that the influences of the Starres doe rule 
periormm fie the differences of Bodyes ; as in the Sunnes rifing or fet 
ony, ting,we {ee the times of the yeere doe varie,and by the en- 
cereale and decreafe of the Moone,fome Creatures are aug- 
mented, and diminifhed’: as fhell-fith, at the wondertull 
flux and reflax of the Sea, Bur to be of the Altrologers 
Opinion , that the Starres haue a power ouer the Will of 
Man, I neuer will beleeue; for the Mind cannot be fubs 
ic to the Pofition of any Starres Nor is it at all times. 
truc, that the differences ef Bodyes aré caufed by the In- 
fluence of Heaven: for two T winnes of diuers Sexes may 
be conceiued in the fame inffant a Man and a Woman. 
And though many hold, that there may be a generall Influ- 
ence into Bodyes, yet not intothe faculties of the Soule or 
Notas Mind ; for a'corporall:fub{tance cannot caufe an operation 
ina {piricvall etlence, 
The true cau-_) But che reafon that many Aftrologers and Proghoftica- 
fes why they tors ere in their Opinion | although thete bean Influence 
ftragole from inthe Scarresicancernitie the fertilitie of the Yeere, of Pee 
the Piuth. m ' sui hae oe eit 
Vrorttis ftilenceyot Warre, of Thundet, Haile, Raine; fire or foule 
Weather) isyb€eaufe they doe not keepe chemlueswithin 
the compafle of A trologie, ‘bur chirftie after Vaine-glory, 
goe beyond their Jimits, chinking to pi efage that by Starres 
which pofibly they cannot'do, “Againe,moft Aftiol: gers 
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Art) prefume to come in with their Opinions, becaufe they 
would be though: Mal'ers of their Art: and although of- 
tentimes they hit vpon the difpolition of the Weather, and 
fucure things,by the obferuation of the Heavens; yet at all 
times,concerning the difpolition of Corne efpecially they 
cannot chufe but erre, becaufe the foure parts of the yeere 
are fo different in Qualitie, fo that it is impoflible,but that 
the excetle of Heat in one part of the ycere,and the excetle 
of cold in the oiher doth diftemper the Soyle. Concer- 
ning the Predictions of Difeafes, they may the eafiett cell: 
for by the corruption of the Ayre, Phyficke teacheth vs, 
many infections may putrific the braine. 

This onely fhali {uffice for Aftrologers. Now I will 
come td the Artit felfe; whereby they can calculate Deaths 
and Natiuities, tell Fortunes either good or bad s which 
they fetch as farre as from the Twelue Houfes they have 
built in Heauen. 


The fignification of the Twelue Houfes 
of Heanen. 


Hefe Twelue Houfes arethe Tenements molt com- 
monly fuch Aftrologeis as you your felfe doc let out 
to fimple people, whereby they purchafe to themfelues 
much Money, and to theic Tenants much forrow. And 
to tell truth, thefe Twelue Signes, placed in their T welue. 
Houfes, are like a Jury that fit vpon the life and death of 
Mortalitie. 
By the difpofition of the firft Houfe, by the Planets and The 1, Houle, 
Starres fixt in it, by the natures and diuers effects that are 
wrought by them, many Wonders are difcouered: as to 
know of what condition he fhall be of, either a8 liberall as 
an Aldermans Sonne and. Heire, or as penurious ag the 
Jrifo Catch-pole,that will feed his Dogges with Rabbets in 
Lent, while he fits eating 2 piece of poore Jebn: it can tell 
3 F 2 Or 
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of what vocation or calling 2 Min hall bee of , cithera 
Stubble-bearded-Barifter,and wrangle ftoutly and loudly 
at the Barre, or whetherhee fhall bee aSouldicr, and fight 
brauely , if a man-doe bur fcorne for to pledge him a 
deepe health vnto fome of his. White-Fryer Mittceffes, 
&ec, 

By the fecond Houfe youcan foretell of the profperi = 
tie or aduerfitie of him that is borne + whether hee fhall 
bearich Citizen, and breake three or foure {euerall'times 
offet purpofe, either of fet purpofe to coufen the world, 
or out of meere pouertie; whether he fhall be an Heire, 
and inherit his Fathers vices as well as hisriches,or whether - 
he fhall bea Marchant and loofe his goodson falt-Seas, or 
haue them drown d inthe Canaries of fome Tauerne. 

By thethird Houfe you can iudge of the fecrefic of the 
Confcience, whether it be good or bad toward God, or 
Man. In my Confcience they erre from the truth.at the 
leaft a thoufand Durch miles, becaufe the Holy Ghoft tells 
vsjthat no man knowes whether he deferues Hate or Loue; 
fo that by this we may perceiue that the fecrets of the Con 
{cience are onely knowne to God, Therefore this madnes 
of the A ttrologers is not only to be confuted,but burnt fer 
an herefie, Befides this wickednes,they hold there are two 
moft fortunate Planets aboue all therelt; which are, Heme 
and /upirer,and that Venus giues the felicitie of this life, and 


‘tunate Planets Jpiter of the life to come, which I vtterly difallow of : for 


if aman follow fuch awanton wench as Venns is, he thall 
in {malltime lye fweating in fome hofpitail, or groning in 
fome Barber Chirurgionshoufé, which I thinke can be no 
great felicitysand he that followsthe humor of Jouiall Jupi- 
ser,fhall find, and quickly know;that he deferues that place 
whichis contrary to immortality. Sothat by the affertion 
of thefe A frologers,whofoeuer is borne when Venus raigns 
fhall live in this world molt pleafantly, in {pight ofill For- 
tune:and when Jupiter raignesy he fhall liue in the world to 
comey,aithough he live neuer fo wickedly, for you make no 
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exception, but indefinitely fay, They fhall. 

Faiticsss was as wads me bachieded wicked as the reft, a. 
who writes and affirmes, that when Satarne is placed in 
Leo, men liuelong, whofe foules afterward fhall go to 
God. Marke but how confidently and arrogantly hee 
fpeakes this, which I will confute with the words of our 
Sauiour, who faith: Whofoewer will enter intothe Kingdome 
of Godymuft keepe bis Commandemsent ss And not wholocuer 
will enter into the kingdome of God muft be borne when 
Saturne isin Les 

Albumazar alfo is as diuellifh as the reft heaping impie- loumexar, 
tic on impietie; affirming that he that prayes to Godin the 
houre in which the Moone withthe head ofthe Dragon is 
ioyned to Lupiter, thall obtaine whatfoeuer heeasketh. If 
this facrilegious foolery is true, why do not the Aftrologers 
themfelues obferue this houre, that they may pray that 
they may neuer more erre, or that they may obtaine fo 
much riches that they neuerafter may be forced to fer their 
lyestofale, or that they may liueno morcon the foure- 
penny reward of fome S uburbe-finner, for cafting her hot 
waters orthe fix-penny gratuitie of fome old Maide {ere 
uant that would be loath to diea Virgin : or they may pray 
that they neuer more fell their good Fortunes to Oytter- 
wiues and Butte:-women for greafieT wa-pences? But by 
this Argument that you cannot follow that you prefcribe * 
to otherssaman may finell your Roguery to be as rankeas 2 
Mountaine- Goate. 

By the fourth Houfe, you williudge ofthe ellenceof The 4.Heule, 
the Child thatis borne, how long it fhall liue , and how 
well: ifit fhall be aslong liuedasa Rauen, or Stagge; or as: 
thortliued as a Goate,or Cocke-Sparrow. 

By the fifth Houfe youcaniudge , how hee fhallline, ye ¢.Houfe. 
and affect his Parents, whetherhe fhall lowe his Facher ; 
better then his Mother, or his Mother then his Father. 

Prolomey thinkes you may iudge by the tenth Houle, but — 
aMallins ab Afcendent es 
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Tle6Houle, By the fixth Houfe you will know of what Profeflion 
it fhall be of, eicher a Foole, ora Phy ition; a Parafite, or a 
Courtier; a Begger,or an Alchymift ; a mad Man,or a Mu- 
fition; a Thiefe,or a Taylor. 

The7.Houfe. By the feuenth Houfe you will iudge what wife he fhall 
haue, either a delicate yong plumpe Helena, that leokes as 
metry as May, and as 1ocound as June; or an old decrepite 
Lama; that is as frofty as February , and as dull as Decems 
bers whether fhe fhall be as mute as a Fifh,or hauea tongue 
as loude as a Fifh-Wife. 

The8Houle, By the eight Houfe you williudge how vnfortunately a 
man will die , either on the water, likea Pyrate, orinthe 
water like a Fifh, or on atree likea High-way man, oron 
the bow likea Bird : whether hee fhall be {taru’d to death 
in a Prifon,likefome Prodigall; or in fome Burdello, like 
a French Monfier, or a Spanifh Don, whofe benes the 
Neopolitan Dogge hath pickt fo cleane, that they would 

mt, ty,.-, ferue well fome Gilder to Burnifh with, 

Theg.Houle. By the ninth Houle you caniudge, whether he fhall be 
2 Trauellery as famous as our Englifh Cersate, or outlan= 
difh Peter Columbus; what fortune he thall have in his trae 
uell, what fafhions he fhall weare, - 

The ro.houfe By the tenth Houfe you can iudge of the Rate of the 
Mother, 

Thers.houfe. By the eleuenth Houfe, you can iudge of what come 
plexion he thall be, Sanguine, Chollericke, Phlegmaticke, 
or Melancholy, or what haire he fhall beof, ofa Browne 
or Abraham colour , as the Englifh ; of a Yellow, as the 
Danes Flaxen,as the Iriths or Blacke,as the Spaniard, 

Thers.heul — Thetwelfth and laft Houfe, where he hall dwell, and 
what neighbours he fhall haue, 

ThushaueI runneouer the twelue Celeftiall Houfes, 
whereby you can infallibly foretell of out good or bad for- 
tunes, according tothe Nature and Influence of that Pla~ 
net that raigned at our births, in which you are moft la- 
mentably deceiued; for you fay, there isno man borne but 
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he is borne either vnder an Aufpitiows,or Maleuolent Star, 
and according to that Planets influence he is borne vnder, 
he fhallchriue and profper ; alfo you fay, that euery Planet 
hath but one influence, either good or bad, now that this is 
falfe I inftantly will prove. 

1 haue heard of two brethren that were Twins, NOW comin, 
thereis no Aftrologer will deny, but that thefe brethren 
were borne vnder one Conftellation , becaufe they were 
borne within the {pace of one Minute, and being borne 
vndera Maleuolent Sarre they mutt bee both vafortunate, 
and vnder a {miling and luckie Starre, happy.But not long 
after the birth of thefeT wins there was a Fortune-teller did hes ea 
calculate their natiuities, and told the Parents of thefe chil- Ratcetine 
dren that they fhould both be fortunate, becaufe he percei- 
ued they were bornevnder a fortunate Planet, which pro- 
ued contrary to his predictions: For thefe wanting meanes 
belike to fupply their wants, being come to mens eftates, 
did againft fome good Time (although they had no Lands 
or Tenements of their owne) take vp other mens rents ei- 
fer on New-market heath, or Salisbury plaine :' who for - 
thofe facts,to be fhort,were taken, carryed beforea Tultices 
by him committed to Prifon, the next Sizes were brought 
eo their triall, conuicted , condemned , and iudged to bee 
hanged, Now all this while their Fortunes were equall, 
but contrary to the Prediction of the Aftrologer 5 but be. 
like the Starve that raigned at their Lirthshad a double ine 
fluence, which is conttary to your writings, for when thefe 
brethren were brought to the place ofexecution,and ready 
tobe turiied off, there came a repriue for the yongelt, who 
was ¢atryed backe agzine to prifon, had his pardon, and 
afrerward becamean honeft man’; but the eldeft with the 
loffe of his life facisfied the Law, 

There was another Altroleger did diuine, that one Do- 
nello Forob fco.a notorious'thiefe fhould behanged, which 
did come forething nigh his Prediction , for he becing’a 
hungry Laxarello de Tormes, robd Market women ;: and 
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country people of Cheefe-Gakes , and Buttermilke , for 
which fact hee was apprehended and condemned tc bee 
hanged: fo comming to the gallowes, hee {tudied how hee 
might efcapethat deitinie; at thelaft, feeing histime , hee 
flung Ginay-Pepperin the Hangmans eyes as he cameto 
put che nooze ouer hisnecke,leptoff the ladder,and fhewed 
himfelfe avery nimble feetman, for he ran away, making 
toward the Sea 5 which was nigh the place of execution, 
and endeuouring to {wim to faue himfelfe from thofe that 
purfued him, the Crampe tooke him in the great Toe; and 
fo, whereas by the law of Nations, and the opinion of the 
Altrologer hee fhould haue beene hanged, hee was moft 
vnfortunately drowned: and thus thefe learned Aftrologers 
were decciueds 
Ic ftandsto greatreafon , that thefe Artifts cannot at all 
times tellothers mens fortunes; when they cannot fore. 
tell of their awne good or bad lucke: Forthere was an 
Aftrologer made a predi@tion of Henrie the feuenths death, 
(but fome attribute this to A/pbonfus king of Arragon)and 
thathee fhould die on fucha yeare; The King hearing of 
this South-fayer, fentfor him, andaskt him ifhe were an 
Aftrologer,and could tell Fortunes, to whom he an{wered 
yes; The King againe askt himif hee neuer did forefee by 
his Art that there wasimminent danger, that much about 
that time fhould hang ouer his head, meaning the Aftrolo- 
gers,to whom hean{werd no: Then the King replyed,thou 
art afoolith Figure-Cafter, for I am more skilfull then thou 
arts for as feone as I faw thee ; J inftantly prophefied thou 
Shouldit be in prifen before night, which thou fhalt nde 
true: forthe King inftantly fent him thither, But hee had 
not beene long in cuftody,but the King fent for him again 
to know if he could cafta Figure truely to know how long 
he fhould be in prifon: to whem he {till anfwered no; then 
the King fayd, thou art an illiterate fellow,that neither can 
foretell of either goodor badde lucke that -fhall befall thy 
{clfe; therefore I willconclude, thou canft not foretell of 
mine; 
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mine: fo forthwith fet him-at libertie, giving him many 
difgracefull words, 

Yet howfocuer thefe examples touch the reputation of 
thofe that profeile your Art ; yet I will nor infallibly fay, 
that fuch things were neuer done,although it be not ordi. 
narie to dee thein: for it is almoft incredible to belecue, 
yet I perfwade my felfe that it'is true what Zenaras decla. Leusr dé; 
reth, That the day before Jw/san the Apoftata dyed, a cers 

. taine man lying in a folitarie place by himfelfe, {aw 2 heape 

- Of Starresin the Element, which he {aid did exprefle thefe 
words, Hodie Julianus in Perfia occiditur ; That this day 
Inlian the Apottata is flaine in Perfia: andthe time being 
afterwards noted, it was perfe@ly knowne that hee dyed 
that day, But this I take to be an extraordinarie revela. 
tion. ) 

Another Aftrologer did fore-tell a Prelate, an acquaines 
tance of his, that hee fhould haue a great fall : Therefore 
the Prelate, that he might be the more fafe (knowing the 
Aftrologer to bea learned Man) would neuer goe higher 
then the loweft Roome of his Houfe; would neuer dyne, 
or fuppe, but fit on the ground ; when hee went to bed, 
would lye on the ground ; hoping by this warinefle, to 
change the Pofition of the Starre that did threaten him ; 
but it was in vaine ; for a while after newes was broughe 
him, that he was depofed of his Bithoprick : whe inftantly 
cryed out , Now the Aftrologers Predi@ion is cometo 
patle, for indeed I can fall no lower. 

Byron, Marthall of France, was told by a Wizard, that a Byvoits 
Burgandian fhould be the death of him: ypon which Pre- 
diction he gaueexprefle command, That nota man of thae 
Nation fhould come nigh‘him: but all would-not helpe, 
for hee found the Predi@tion true » by the fotle of his 
Head , which a Burguudian cut off 5 that was his Execue 
tioner. Thefe two laft {eeme to fauour fomewhat of 
the Deuills Subtilties, and the Aftrologers Amphibolo- 
gies, 
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There was another Wizard (as it was reported to me by 
a learned and rare Scholler, as we were difcourfing about 
Altrologic) that fome twentie yeeres befere his death told 
Coffe our Countreyman , and a molt excellent Grecian, 
that hee fhould come to an wntimely end : at which, Cuffe 
laughed,and ina {coffing manner entreated the Aftrologer 
to fhew him in what manner he fhould come tc «is end : 
who condifcended to him,and calling for Gards,entreated 
Caffe to draw out of the Packe three, which pleafed him} 
who did fo,and drew three Knaues: who (by the Wizards 
direction) layd them on the Table againe with their faces 
downewards, and then told him, if hee defired to fee the 
fume of his bad fortunes reckoned vp, to take vp thofe 
Cards one after the other,and looke onthe infide of then, 
and he fhould be truly refolued ofhis future fortunes. Caffe 
did as he was prefcribed,and firlttook vpthe firft Card,and 
looking on it,he faw the true portraiture of himfelfe Cape a 
Pe,hauing men compafling him about with Bills and Hale 
berds: then he tooke vp the fecond Cardjand there fawthe 
Yudge that fatvpon hina: at laft,he tooke vp the laft Card; 
& faw Tyborwe,the place of his Execution, the Hangman; 
at which he then laughed heartily; but many yeres after,be- 
ing condemned for Treafon,he remembred the fatall Pres 
diction ofthe Wizard, & before his death revealed it to fome 
of his friends. If this be true, it was more thenA ftrology,and 
no betterthen flat Sorcery or Coniuring,which is divellifh. 
There was another (with whom Iwill end) that was told 
by aScholler,that he fhould hauchis braines beaten out:but 
he was fo warie of himfelfe,that he would notlyeina houfé 
forfeare the roofe fhould fall on.his head, refoluing to lye 
ina Tent; but thet refolution lafted not long,for he durft 
not truft himfelfe there, for feare the great Pole, that went 
crofle ouerit, fhould kneck him on the head: then he refol- 
ued to lye vnder fome Tree, but then he feared, iffie fhould 
fall alleepe in a windy night,the Tree might fall on im, He 
durft not goe into any Towne,left a Tyle fhould crack his: 
‘ ees ye 
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crowne: fo that what place foeuer he went inte,he {till was 
very wary of himfelfe, At the laft,as he was walkingin ahot 
Summers day in the fields,he was forced to put off his Har, 
and having a bald Head, a ftrange Bird that was in the Elc- 
ment having an Oylter in her claw, thinking it to be fome 
white ftone, let it fall on his head;& fo beat out his braines, 
Thus forall his care & prouidence,he came to his vntimely 
end,and fulfilled the Prediétion of the Aftrologer,or rather 
Coniurer,if the Tale be true, which J {carce beiecue. 

Thus Sir you fee I will net fo much difparage your black 
Art, as to fay, that you cannot fore-tell of things to come; 
calculate Nativities,or do ftrange things, though not by it, 
but by the helpe of the Deuill,who abufech you: but I fay 
they ought not to bedone,beeaufe as S.Zeromse {aith,you lift Zevownin Com. 
vp your felfeagainit the knowledge of God, giving your /#per Prophecam 
felues to a fained Art,imputing euery accident that happens ni 
in a yeere,or an age, to therifing or ferting of Starres, thin- Greg.in Homelia 
king that humane affaires are managed by the courfe & fal- Epiphania at~ 
ling of the Starres,and while you promife health to others, eae pi be 
you are ignorant of your own punifhments. Again he faith, ‘5, a aks 
That to feeke out the courfe of the Starres,& the events that Magi videruur 
follow them,is the feandal of Egypr,& plain Idolatry.S.Am- 1 Oriente Nato 
brofe faith, He that thinks to expretie the feuerall qualities of eae ee 
Natiuiries,8 will tell what difpofition the child thalbe of as Jy onem rex. 
fooneas it is borne,is botha villanous & yaine man, becaule. es, 
it is moft wicked & impoflibleto do.S. Angm(tine faith, That Ambrof in 4, 
thefe Aftrologers & Southfayers hold, that sll things good hb, Hexa, 
orbad happen by Fortune,which is moft wicked & Heathe- ANGE ee 
nith: forthe Gentils called Fertuna,Dea,ora Divine Power, 
not confidering any mans merits,but gaueriches to oneand 
mifery to'another, And the betterto exprefic her,they made 
her Image zccording to the forme of a Woman, fitting in 
the middle of a Wheele,alwayes turning it, hauing the right 
fide of her face bright,the left ob{cure.yet both blind; fhew- 
ing, that thofe fhe fauoured, were merry and iocund, but 
thofe fhe hated,difcontent and melancholy, Her blindnetle 
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thewed the indifference both of the good and bad: by the 


Wheele, they did fhew the prodigious change of this vns 
conttant Goddefle; which is impious,and again{t all Chris 
{tian Faith: for wee ought to confider, that all the ill thae 
happens tovs, haue their originall from our finnes,and all 
the benefits and good that comes tovs,from the mercies of 
God, and not from ¢his or that maleuolent or {miling Star, 
or fromthe frown or {mile of Fortune, 

But if you will haue thefe accidents good, or bad, that 
happen in a minute of an houre, and fometimes in larger 
and letler diftances of time to Fortune, thee is very predo- 
minant among vs, and like one of the moft powerfulleft 
Planets raignes and rules over our Natiuities and Affaires, 
For it is fome mens fortune to be Citizens,fome againe to 
be Cuckolds 5 fome mens fortune to be Courtiers,fometo 
be Flatterers ; fome to be Schollers; fome to be Fooles 3 
fome to be Lawyers, fome to be Knaues; fome to be Vi{u- 
rers, fome to be Deuils; fome.to be Captaines,fome to be 
Cowards ; fome to be Beggars, fome. to be Alchymilts s 
fome to be Heires,fome to be Fowles; fome to be younger 
Brothers,& fome to be Wife«men,Again,it hath bin many 
a Gallants good fortune to hauc a braue.Sute.of Clothes 
on his back on the morning, yet it hath bin his. bad fortune 
to haue them in the Lumbard before night; it hath beene 
many hone(t mens good fortune tohauea faire Wife,yetie 
hath beene his bad fortune, net to knew truly how many 
Children he hath had by her of his owne getting. It Kath 
beene many aroating Boyes good fortune (asthey.fay)ito 
kill his enemie in the field, yet it hath beenc his bad fortune 
to be hanged for it the next Seffions. 

Thus you fee your Goddetle Fortwaehatha greet predos 
minance ouer this lower World the earth: yet howfoeuer, 
I will not belecue thefe things happen by fortune, andthe 
nicere influence of the Starres; therefore let all men auoid 
them, for this opingon caufeth many co affirme there is no’ 
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Saint Auguftme willnot allow of your Aftrologie , but Aftrologyne 
calleth it a meere vanitie; and thofe that profetfe ic, ene~ Att buta va- 
mies ofthe Truth:he faith , thatthe diuell firft found out eke 
- : Brie ‘ & Ac, (outra 
this Art,and thofe that are curious in it are enemies to Gods parbematieos 
bhecaufeit breeds many fuperftitious opinions in men and im Capitulo 
women anes the ancientelt, which they hold as cano- qe & im 
nicall, and as lawfullto bee obferued and followed as any fine Capit 


part ofthe Scripture,of which I will reckon vp fome. 


nr 


A CATALOGVY EOF MANY: SV- 
perftitious Ceremonies , efpecially old men and 
women hold , which were firft found out and inuen- 
ted by Figure-Cafters, Cunning Men and Women 
in former ages , yet to this day are held for cere 

taineand true obferuations, 


i 6 Bh if any thing be loft among ft a company of (ernantss 


with the tricke of the Siue and the Sheeres; it may be 
found ont againe, and who frele it. | 
2 ThatToothaches, Agues, Cramps, and Feuers, ana many 
otber difeales may bee healed by munabling a few strange words 
oner the head of the difeafed. 

3 That by a certaine tuft of baire growing on the foremoft 
part of a mans forehead, it may be kaawne whether he foall bee a 
widdower or no. 

4 That a maa maykuow whats clocke,onely by a Ring and 
ajiluer Beaker. 

5 That st is very ul lucke to hauea Hare croffe one ss the 
high way. 

6 That tohane yelow /peckles on the nasles of ones band is a 
great figne of death. 

"7 That whentheleft cbecke burnes y st is afigne fome bedse 
talkes well ofyau,but if the right cheeke burnes stasa figne of 
G 3 & 
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3 That when a mans wofe bleeds bat a aropor twe, thet it is 
a figne of tll lueke. 

9 That when a mans nofe bleeds but one Grep,aud at the lefs 
nofirsl st is a iene of good lucke bst onthe rights, 

10 Thats} aman ffumbles sna morning ab feone as be comes 
out of dores,tt is a fagne of ili Licke. 

It Thatif amas walksee inthe fields, finde any foure-leagid 
graffebe foallin a fomall while efter finde [ome good thing. 

12 That sts not £904 £0 put on anew [bey Dare ones nailessoy 
begin any thing ona Childermas day, 

13 Thatifa man be drow(ie,st 53a, gue of ill Luckes 

14 That stss afigne of ill lucke v0 fiade Monee 

15 Thatst is naught for a manor woman to lofe their hofe 
Garter. 

16 That stis avery wnfortunate thing for 4 mas to meete 
early im a morning an ilfauoured man or woltshns &rongh-footed 
Henya foag-haira Dogge,or ablacke Cat. 

17 That sss afigneof death to fome in that houfe,where Crig 

kets bawe bin many yeeresyif on a {adder they forfake the Chime 

wey Corner. “A 
18 That if aman dreamof egs or fire, he frallkeare of anger. 

19 Thacte dreame of the denih is Leed lucke. 

20 That tedreame of geld good lucke but of filmer ill... 

21 That if aman be bornin the day time she [hal be unfortunate 

22 Dhatsfa child be borne with a Caule on his head, be fralt 
be very fortunate. 

23 That when the palme of the right hand itcheth 3 ttisa 
farewd figne he foallreceive money. 
24, That itis a great figne of lilucke » {Rats gnawamans 
cloathes. 
25° That st ts naught for any manto Line a patre of kuinesto bis 
firect heart, for feare it cuts away all lone that is betweene them, 
26 Thatit ts dllucke tohauetheS altfeller fall towards yon. 

27 That sf the Beerefallwext amansit isa figne of goodluck. 

28 Thatsfa Candle burne blew, it isa {igne theress a {pirit 
inthe bouse.or wot farrefrom it, 

29 Thee 


The Figure-Cafier. 


SRC, AE 

29 Thatwhenthe Cat wafveth her face oxer ber care, wee 
foailhane great flore ofrasue. | 

40 That a horfe fumble on the bigh way, i és afigne of 
slllucke. 

3x That when a mans nofe itcheth,it is afigne he foal! drinke 
Wines 

32 Thatif your lips itch,you foal kiffe forse body. 

33 Tharit is avery sll/igueto be Melancholy. 

Thefe,and a thoufand more as vaine as thefe, I could 
reckon vp, were it not that I fhould maketoolonga di. 
sre(lion from my matter ; with which fo many people are 

‘0 deepely befotted , that a whole Vaiuerfitie of Doors 
cannot roote thefe fuperftitious obferuations out of their, 


minde:for what an idlenesis it in them,to thinke that there , 
1 Bonu & Mae 


iseither any Bosam or Afalaxs omen inthefethings? whacill ji oon, 
lucke can there be in itywhen a Hare erotieth you, except it . 
is your ill lucke not to cateh her,or when you haue caught 

- hersto let her goagaine ? (as the W elchman did, ) whatill 
luicke can it beto a man td {tumble ina morning,¢xcept he 


fall down 8 breake his nofe? what ill lucke can there bein 
finding mony,except it be counterfet 2? but ific be currant I 
cannot be perlwadedif he that takes icvp be not as asvery a 
Esole as Zohwof the Hofpitall(chat could not abide money) 
will take itforill Jucke, bucitit be il lucke, God fend me 
thatill lucke euery day. Whatill lucke is therein lofinga 
Hofe garter,excepe it be to puta man to the charge to buy 
anew payre?: Sothat I cannot pickeout any thing in thefe 
obferuations why they fhould bee lignes of good or badde 
luke. Therefore I cannot perfwade my felfe, but you and 
fach Figure-flingersas you,that fowe the fuperftitious feeds 
inthe hearts of credulous people, isoncly to get to your 
felues praife, but e{pecially money. And you haue not oni¢e 
ly fcattered thefe in or about the Citic, but inthe Country = 
for many Townes haue beene peftered with thefe Wite- 
men, before the Lawes prepared whipping Potts.Stockss 


snd Houtes.of Correction for them, for thefe Rogues 
eh. “s before 


would appeare in théyil. 
which word indeed is deri. 
y corruption ofthe tongue 
y might be thought to come 
S un-burnt Generation,they with Herbs _. 
and Plants for the purpofe would venome their skinsy and 
with Oakers difcolour their faces; and then’ for Bread, 
Beere, and Bacon, Cheefe,efpecially for money, wouldvn. 
dertaketo tell poore Maide-fer wants their Fortunes, which 
should be fure to be good , becaufe they would ‘be fiireof 
good reward,and thefe poore filly creatures feeing them to 
be blacke and ill tiuoured people,and it may be hearing be. 
fore of fome as wifeas themfelues, ofthe Gypfres cunning; 
would eafily beleeue that they were Cunningmen’, and 
doe ftrange things. And itis a great Folly and Madneffe 
ofmany,who neuer feea tawny vifaged man,with a blacke 
curled head of haire (efpecially, if he be {choller; or profetie 
himfelfe to be one) but they will thinke heis-2 Cunning 
man and a Coniurer. ; 
Bucif they alwayes hold this tobe true, they may as well 
fay,that none dwell at the Kings head but Princes , nor at 
Queenes head but Ladies,none atthe Popes head but Here- 
tickes, none at the Bithups head but Diuines » noneatthe 
Maidenhead but Virgins, noneat the Bull head but Hores 
ners,none at the Ramshead but Butchers, none at the San 
razens head but Heathens, and none at the Nagges 
head but Horfcourferssall whichis molt abfurd to beleeues 
for if all thofe that haue blacke heads or faces were Conius 
rers , then all Chimney Sweepers were Negromancers, 
Therefore pittie the blinde ignorance ‘of many Country 
people,and warnethem to take heede of thefe Rogues that 
This was delix coufen whole townes as they come through, as by thistrué 
uered to me by difcourfe following {hall appeare. 
aman Not many yeares fince there came'a Crew of thefe ° 
Tae ora Hedgecreepers trooping through Effex, telling Fortunes 
witeh. , as they went:but at thelaft, the Conftable by thevertue of 
his 
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his Office, &the Statute again{t thefe Rogues, apprehended 

them,and brought them before a Iufticey who committed 

them to /p/witch Iayle, there to continue while next Sizes, 

Inthe meanetime,one W/iem Bell (that in my minde had 

bin fit to haue bin hanged vp for his Roguery) being then 

laylor , knowing the limplicitie of many of the Townes- 

mens wiues , daughters , and feruants, and the fubtiltie of 

thofe Rogues ynder his Cultody , came to them, telling 

them, that if they would beeas private as hee would be 
conftant,he would lay a plot how they andhimfelfe would 

get thebelt part of cwenty Marke,cleerein their purfes,be- A Comp: & 
"fore the Sizes;befides,a purchafing of their libertic. Thefe betweene a. 
trauellers at the firft doubted, but atlaft condefcend tohim, ee ee 
telling he fhould havea full halfe fhare of what{oeuer they * Lethe 
got by acting that Comedy. Bell vpon this drew a large 

note of the names of the chiefe{t men and women in the 

Towne ; their Complexions , Statures, the Colour and 

Fafhion of their Cloathes they ware, in what Streete they 

dwelt, at whatSigne, what Suiters they had before they 

were marryed, of what eftate he was that marryed any wo- 

man, whether he werea Widdower or aBatchler,how ma- 

ny children he hathhad by her; how many Giles , how 

many Boyes, if they had any children before they were 

marryed; and whatfoeuer worthy of note,(many yeere be- 

fore had hapned)he fet downe ‘in that Bill which he gave to 

the Queene of Fairies, I meane, the ancienteft of thofe fhee 
Cunny-catchers to reade ouer, anddiligently to perufe, 

charging them neuer to anfwer to any thing that was askt 

them vpon the fudden, but to withdraw themfelues into a 
roome,through which Bell had. made hole with an Augers 

that they mightlooke outand view thofe that were in the 
nextroome,that came to know their Fortunes; and wher 

they had taken full notice ofthem,and what had happened 

them by the notice of the Bill, then tocome openly to 
them,and tell them firft what had befallen them, which was 

true ; and what fhould happento’them , which pe 

Hi alfe. 
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falfe. Now this Iaylor, this Setter,this Cunn y-catcher Bel/, 
whé thefe forward {chollers had learnt this letfon perfectly 
went down into the town, 'as his order was every afternoon 
to fome Ale-houfe or other , but now did efpecially chufe 
one, wherea very beleeuing olde woman dwelt, that had 
giuen many a Dubble iug of Beere and Aleto fuch Rogues 
thathad {topt her mouth full of lyes : and long after hee 

had entred into this drinking Schoole, and after’a little 
difcourfe with a company of countrey. Corridons that fate 
there tipling, he told them, that hee hada cémpany of tiie 
ffrangeft men and women in his-prifon that he euer heard 
of, for without any asking they had told him of many 
things that happened many yeeres before hee kept a prifort, 
and fince hee kepta prifon, how many prifoners hee loft, 

what men they were, what time of the yeere they brake 

out; on what day, and when hee found them againe, 

This begatnofmall credite'in them that heard him, bue 

efpeciallyin the oldewoman , who ‘as thenature of anti- 
ent people is, could not keepe newes long , told it to 

ewo or three of her neighbours, they to fortie more, fo 

that Bel/sreport in few howres flew.vppeand downe the 

‘Towne , and tooke fuch deepe roote in the mindes of 

moft of the people , thae many ofthem could not bee at 

velt white they had {eene them, and then vnder the colour 

of feeing them, to know their Fortunes. Many repay- 

ved thither, asking many queltions of thefe wife Knaues, 

and Whores, whogatthe firlt would not bee drawne tetell 
them any thing; fo withdrawing themfelues into their 

priuate Chamber, where they through the hole made for 
them a purpofe , might take particular natice of allofthem 
and when according to the direction of their Bill, did 

know euerie man and womans name thete., and what 

had happened to them, at the laft,. they would come 

ftealing out againe, and call euery man and woman 

by their names , tell them where they dwelt, and at 

what Signe , and whifper the women in their a 

and. 
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and makemany of them blufh, and for the men make 
them to laugh ; fo that thefe countrey people hearing 
themfelues named of them that neuer faw them be- 
fore, and told them of things that had beene done 
many yeeres before, wondred at them, and gauethem 
money, fent them meate cuery day to dinner and {ups 
per, faying , it was pittie fuch skilfull people as they 
fhould not bee provided for, fo that for the {pace of 
fiue weekes they were: vifited:more then all the Cun- 
nycatching .Knaues about London : for there was not 
a Mayde that had gotten a clappe before fhee was mat- 
ryed , ayoung Strippling that-had got a Wench with 
childe, or any Farmer, or ‘Townfman that had loft his 
Purfe, or Horfe, or Sheepe many yeeres before, bue 
would repayre to thofe Cypher fo that fome gauethem 
wrought Handkerchers, Gloues, Purfes and Kniues, 
Money ,.and more Meate and.Drinke, then twentie 
more of them could eate, and when ‘the Sizes came, 
by meanes they made to the Iuftices , procured their 
libertie, yet thought themfelugs much beholding to 
them, not dreaming that any of thefe things were re- 
uealed to them by Bell who for his fhare in the {pace of 
three weekes had got twenty marke cleare to himfelfe, 
which his knauery and the Gyp/fes roguery pickt outof the 
Townfmens pockets, 

Thelike roguery doth one (that goeth vnder the name 
of a Captaine) vie, -who with the trickes and fleightsof 
legerdemaine,he doth on the Cardsfoole many people cut 
oftheir moncy , making them beleeue hee can finde things 
out by Art,. that when his owne conicience. knowes is 
farre from the knowledge or grounds of Aftrologic, as 
hee from honeltie, and if J were to talke or difpute 
with him, |. would confute him in the ftrongeft arguments 
he could produceto prouchis skill sand to his face boldly iu- 


ftifie that heis buta meere Impoftor; and can doe nothing 
Hoa withe 


Angin libyo. 
feenndo de do- 
Strona Chriffa- 

aA, 


Célendariam 
Perum ce pei'- 
petunm, 


The Figure-Cafter. 


without theayde and help of fuch aknaue ashimfelfe,who 
haue found out many things betwin them before they hawe 
beene loft;who firltlay plots to haue things conucyed a- 
way ,then take money to finde them againe. If you, nor the 
world will beleeuethis , let chem but looke into Newgate 
books & they fhal find he ftoodin the Pillory for fuch Ros 
gueri¢s, having this faire in{cription written ouer his head 
in Capitall Lecters, FOR COVSENAGE, But I 
will come backe againe to the matter I treated of before, 
which was of your cunning Aftrologers, that ean do thefe 
pretty trickes and fleights by Art. 

Saint Adgaftine calleth your Art.a Sacraligious foolery, 
an valcarned learning, and a kinde of fornication withthe 
Soule, 

Saint Jerome makes mention that Pope Alexander the 
third, finding a Prieft that found out a Thiefthat had robd 
theChurch,by thein{pection into his Attralobe;fufpended 
him from his order for that fact for a yeere together, faying, 
it was a moft haynous finne fora man of his order, td ex— 
ercife {uch an vnlawfull ftudy , alchough it ‘were for'the 
good of the Church. 

Thus Sir , you fee your ‘Art is forbidden’ concere 
ning telling of Fortunes, ot finding out things that are 
lo(t,&c. And in forbidding the practife of this Art,is alfo 
encluded all thofe for whomit is practifed , for many peo- 
plein thefe dayes cannot breake his Shinnes, have his Nofe 
bleede, lofea game at Cards, ‘hearea Dogge howle, ‘ora 
Cat wawle, but inftantly they will ranneto the Calculator, 
and haue him:turneouer his Ephemerides and his Annuall 
Calenders, ftuft full oflies and flperititiousobferuations. 
I will counfell all thofe therefore , that'would know their 
Fortunes, tolooke into that Euerlafting Calender the fa_. 
ered Bible,for the Aftrology they fhall learne there, neuer’ 
telsfalfe, butwill certifie them that the caufe of their ill 
fortunes istheir finnes; and the good, the Mercies of God: 
that will tell them of the teue Nature of Summer , thatis of 
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their Refurreétion and Saluation , and the true condition 
of Winter, that is Death and Damnation. Ifthey ftudy this 
booke,they will quickly learne to be'excellent Calctilators; 
and learne what will become of them ifthey docill, and 
what ifthey live well; it willtell chem the Caufes and the 
Cures of every difeafe that doth infec the Soule, Yet for all 
this,it isthe true condition, rather fuperftition of the world, 
co put theit confidence rather in’ Afrologicall fallacies,then 

in the Holy Ghofts verities , drawing from the Starres the 
cuentsof future contingences, aferibing what good focucr 
befals yste the influéce offom lucky Planet,& not to Gods 
Mercies;& what mifchief foeuer to the pofition of fome ma- 
leuglent Stare, ‘aid nofto our finnes, we putour confi. — 
dence in Aftrologets, Starres,and Planets for a few exp si 
ences,and netiet hate them for their innumerable fallacies: 
but thisis efpetially heredetary to women ; becaufe by fuc- — 
ecflion it came from their mother Exes who by her vice of Why women 


ciiriofitie oF letitie, oP admirable facilitic rather then fatui- aia te: 
ra hahaa? 


tic;was deceiuied by the Serpent, in defiring toknow fur Cafters 


turé things, which folly defeends naturally to women,who 

will rather beleeue a Mathematician then a Divine; forhae 

thefe Calculators if among hundred ey they. happen but 

vpott one truth, then withoutany fufpition they ma lye pe ue 
seidatadtd times after 5 yet'thefe folith, aealous, a ee 
Appleeating womeit will beleeuethem. . 

Sebaftidn that writ bitterly again{t port >, fayth, ou. Aians 
ifigani Artagainittke Law of God; and fullof deceire and Sap Re Ser 
viliany: for fayth hee, Goeto any Ddétor of the Mathe- AGrologers. 
miatitkes 5 and tellhimthou halt, had very ill lucke all thy 
lifetime,arid defiré him to tell thee ynder what Planet thou 
wertborne, andnd doubt his anfwer will bee , that thou 
wert borne ¢ither vnder militious Mars; or that Sa- 
turne Was Apoftaticall and retrograde: when you haue 
beene with him, then goe to another and tell him’ that _ 
you haué had very good Fortune » and defire him to tell 
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thee what Starre raigned at thy birth, and it will be very 
{trange, if he doe not tell thee as the firlt.did, eyther vin 
der Mars, or Saturne.; who to prouc himfelfe an Artif, 
will turne ouer-huge Volumes by which hee will thew, 
thac it is necetfarie that you muft haue good fortune, be. 
ing borne vnder thofe Starres the fir {aid were ill, and in 
a Circle drawne together in cuery part, by. which hee 
will take divers and fundrie occalions to {peake any 
thing. Now if they chance to mille in their Pradi@ie 
ons, they haue a prettie euafion to fhunne the fufpition of 
Lying, which they draw from the interrogatorie part of 
Atftrelogie, | Sy 
_ | ‘The opinion of Aftrologers is, when.the mind of Man 
is {purred to the defire of knowing any thing ; that fude 
denly it cannot be done by ele@ion, or confultation , but 
the influence of a Conftellation that houre confifting in 
Heauen, And whenany.man confults with an Aftrolos 
get; by a Figure in Heauentthe houre of Interrogation bes 
ing found out, the Aftrologer can anfwer truely of any 
thing fought for, or demaunded: As whether an abfene 
friend be aliue ot deads if.a Legate or Mellenger, that is 
fent into any Countrey,thall returne-home againefafe and, 
well, and whether hee fhall difpatch that matter hee.went 
about profperoufly, and an innusierable many of other 
things, that humane curiofitie doth doubt of : to which 
fometimes they may anfwer truely, although they often 
lye, and are neuer found fault with forie ; for they haue 
found out a way whereby they can fufficiently excufe 
themfclues to thofe that are ignorant and fimple in _ 
thefe things. For they fay, That if any man, beeing 
doubrfull of any thing, doth with a naturall motion and 
radicall intention aske them any thing , thae then. they 
ean refolue them of any Queftion they aske, Now if 
they. mille, and cannot an{fwer directly and truely to 
what was propounded to them, then they fay, that ree 
: that 
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that askt that Queltion, did it not with any naturall mo- 
tion, or any firme or radiéall intention to bee refolued, 

but onely to trie their Art. Thus oftentimes they de- 

eciue, and are deceiued if their anfwers ; not by any de. 

fe that is in their Art, but by the leuitie of him that did 

aske the Queftion : and thus they excufe themfelues, 

Which are micere tricks for euafion, and haue no ground 

at all from reafon. 

But F admire what excufe the eZgyptian and Chale chaldsi Afro. 
dean Aftrologers could finde, when among fuch an infi- legs Nebuchodon 
nite number of them, not one of them could truely an="'/%" /omuwn 
fwer touching the Dreames of Pharash and Nabuchad- hg mega 
nexzar, when Iofeph'and Daniel could anfwer directly? ~~ 
Doe you thinke this was done by any infpection , or Zgyptiaci Disi- 
peeping into any Aftrolobe , or obftming any Con ores Somns- 
{tellation 2 No: for ic was done by the ‘reuelation of he Phsraonis 
Almightie God ; therefore it was patt the Rules of your i gs sa 
Art. 

There is another neat Delofion, wherebythey benefit 
themfeluesivery much ; which is, by the eb{euations of — 
the Heavens to knows ifit be fit or conuel. 2¢ for amar 
to trauell,or doe any other bulinetle in: which's moft fu. 
perltitious and diabolical. For they will not haye'a man 
eate, drinke; be merry, take Phylicke, or trauell; marry, 
ioyne friendfhip, fend forth a Meffenger, buy, fell, put 
on new Clothes, begin the Alchymilts Worke , fet° 
Boyes to Scheole , goe to ‘Law, Hawke, Hant, Fith, 
ar goe to the Bathe, but they will haue them doe it yn. 
der fome Conftellation, and will fer forth Rules when'to 
doe thefe things, and when nor. If they can doe thefe 
shings, 1 wonder they doe’ not {et forth a Rule, and 
chufe an Houre and: Conftellation, vnder which a ‘man ° 
may dye well, and avoid Hell fire, and enioy the joyes 
of Heaven: but J: thinke their Art hath nothing to doe 


with this. - Mine 
¥et* * 


Casonits inbi- 
bitio 26.4.6,7- 
Dinina Proni« 
dentia, 


The Figure-Cafter. 


Se a nent 


Yet Iwill not denye, but that the Influences of the 
Starres haye on operation in! the differences of Bodyes: 
for what is more belonging to the Body, then to exercife 
Husbandry, to cutdowne Timber for Building, while ie 
is not.too full of fappe,and to obferue the Times and Seae 
fons when they fhould be done ? 

but thofe-obferuers of time are to be laught at,that will 
not goe out of their Houfe before they haue had counfell 
of their Almanacke, and will rather haue the Houfe fall on 
their heads, then {tirre, if they note fome naturall effet a. 
bout the motion of the Aire, which they fuppofe will varie 
the luckie blafts of the Starres, that wilk not marry,or traf 
fique,or doe the Jike,but vnder fome Conftellation, Thefe 
fure are no Chrifians: becaufe faithfull men ought not 
to doubt, that the Divine Prouidence; frem any part of the 
World,orfromany Time whatfoeuer, is abfent, Therefore 
wee fhould not impute any fecular bufinefle to the power 


~ of the Starres,out to know, that all things are difpofed by 


thie arbitremmtof the King of Kings. 

~The Chritian Faith is violated , when fo like a Pagan 
and Apoft;4 any man doth obferue thofe dayes which are 
called e 4zyptiacsy or the Calends .of /anwarie 5 or any 
Moneth, or Day,-or Time} or Yeere, eyther to trauell, 
marry,or to doe any thing in-; for whofoener he be that 
belecves thefe things , hath erred from the Chriftian Faith 
and Baptifme. 

Saint Augustine in his Enchiridion fayth , That it is a 
great offence for'any man, to obferue the time and courfe 
of the Moone when they'plant any Trees, or fowe any 
Corne: for he fayth, none puts any truftin them,but they 
that worfhip them, beleeuing there is ome diuine powerin 
them; thinking,thar the pofition of fome Starre ought to 


_ haue an influence in them according to thofe things they 


beleeue concernin g the Natiuities of men, This methinkes 


ts moft fimple and ridiculous ; for thus I will argue againit 
them, If 
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If this be true which they hold, chaz it is good to fowe 
Corne vnder fuch a luckie Conftellation, what is the rea- 
fon then, that after the Corne that is fcattered on the Earth 
by the laborious hands of the Husbandman , thet after fo 
snuch Graine is come vp together, looke greene together, 
ripen togethers*and fit for the Sickle, thac fome of it is 
blafted, fome quite choakt vp , {ome deuoured by Birds, 
fome by Bealls, fome trodden downe,, and fome of the 
cares pluckt from their {falkes by men that come by that 
field they grow in? how comes it to paile then IJ fay, that 
fome of this fhould goe fafely into the Barne, and fome of 
it againe be deuoured and {poyled ? which mee thinkes 
fhould not be, if the fame Conftellation vnder which it was 
fowne,had but one Influence, whi¢h fhould be goed, and 
nota fecond,which was bad. 

But I will now let thefe things patfe (becaufe I make 
no doubt but I haue ftrongly confuted them ) and come 
to the laft, but the wicked part of Aftrologie; which cons 
cernes the making of Aftrologicall Images , and to what 
purpofe they are made: where I will fhew, they haue no 
force or vertue from any Starre or Conftellationy but that 
the Deuill worketh about them, and in them, caufing 
them to be made vndera Conttellation, that the impietie 
of their Idolatry may the more fecretly be hid. 


The vanitic of Aftrologers about 
their Images. 


meas Fabricke of Aftrologicall Images are made ynder 
a certaine Conftellation , eyther' to auoid hurtfull 
things,or to intice profitable things,for to divers vies they 
are made. Some are made for the deftruction of fome 
things: as if you would remoue a Scorpion from a place; 
you muft carue the figure of fome Scorpicn eitherin Stone; 
Wood,or Iron,ynder fome conuenient Conftellation,and 

ye inferibe 
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infcribe on it an effectuall Name, fignifying the Name of 
the thing that is to be auoided, and the Name of the Signe 
afcending,and of the like in diuers parts of the Image,with 
many other obferuations, which for breuity fake I willnow 
Jet pafle. Fora contrary fect, you mufthaue a contrary 
Contlellation, and a contrary Operation , as inthe like I. 
meges pertayning to Loue, Enmitie, Health, or the like, 
And although there are many effects caufed by thefe Jma- 
Nou Virtus imd- GES, as experience teacheth vs, yet they are miferably dee 
gims fed operée ceiued that thinke it done by the vertue of any Conitella- 
scree is tion, when it is done by the meere operation of the Deuill: 
" For not the vertue of the Image, but the operation of the 
Deuill, worketh the effect, And learned Axerree writing 
again{t Algaxel the Altrologer, fayth, That thefe Images 
haue no vertue from the Starres, becaufe artificiall things 
are not capable of any influence,neyther are they any caufe 
of a naturall operation : For Qualitie is in the Predicae 
ment of 4éie, An Image therefore made of any earthly 
fubftance , is nothing but a maflie Efhgies, and capable of 
no Action. 
Acreatvani- And in like manner,thofe Images that are buried in the 
tic, midit of the place where their operations are expected, 
are contrary to naturall reafon, And other things that are 
obferued in them, fhew as great vanitie : as, when fome 
mens Names mutt be written with the left hand,fome with 
the right ; fome Images muft be buried with their faces 
vpwards,fome with their feet vpwards: which are all fignes 
rather of a Compact with the Deuill, then any other natu- 
rall caufe; asin the Negromanticke Images of Angels,.or 
rather of their in{cription of Deuills, and other vnknowne 
A €empa& Names and Characters, Alfo,the vie of their Suffumigati- 
with the e+ ons and Inuocations are fignes of a Compact and League 
will, with the Deuill: 
The prodigious impietie of the Deminicke Fryers in the 
Fabricke of thefe Images, would make a Hiftorie bigger 
then the /éads: for they haue made by their Magicall tricks 
wee- 
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weeping Statues, by which they wrought many Miracles, 
which they learnt of the Prielts of the Idols of the Gentsless 
who haue deceiued many; as may appeare by the Alexan- 
dvian Statues, deftroyed by the Chriltians : for when they 
ouerthrew the Phane of Syrapés, there were Images found 
both of Wood and Bralle, whofe inward parts were made 
hollow,and with in{truments were faftened to the Roofes 
of their Churches and Temples,from whence they {pake. 

And fince the time of Poperie, there haue beene found 
in Churches Images that haue had eyes put in by Art,that 
would weepe and let drops of bloud trickle downe their 
faces,{weat bloud, and would twinckle with their eyes to 
the people by the helpe of inftruments,and would wrythe 
their heads and neckes backward and forward, according 
tothe will of the Priefts that invented them,to beguile the 
people, and to enrich shemfelucs. Thefe Puppets had no 
Tongues, but onely moued ana ftirred, making fignes to 
the peoples many of which, the Cardinalls erected; and a- 
dorned, and commended, to in@rua@ the people: which 
were nothing but deceits and tricks of thefe holy and re- 
ligious Fathers, {till to detaine the people in ignorance,and 
that they fhould not fimell out their knauerie. 

Aifo,many of thefe Scab-fhin Fryers(when any rich man 
died,that had left cheir Abbeyes and Monafteries nothing 
to'feed their fat guts with) weuld place {ome of their Ac- 
complices in a Vault they had made of purpofe vnder the 
dead Mans Tombe : fo that when any of his fonnes or 
kindred ¢ame (as the cultome in thofe times was) to pray 
for the Soule of their deceafed father; or kinfman, they 
fhould heare a dxeadfull voyce vnder the Sepulchre,telling 
him, it was che Spirit of him that was but lately buryed 
there, and that his Soule could neuer.be at reft,while fuch 
(the Fryers had moft minde to) were given to the Monas 
ftcrie ; fo that the blind people belecuing this to be the 
Spirit of their father, or kinf{man, weuld inftendy goc 
home, and confirme thole Lands on. their- Monalterie. 

Btrhys I2 Thus 


dayes (efpecially old Me 
Soules or Spirits of thed 
Scriptures,and they thal 
affirmes, that the gcod inftantly goe to Hea- 
uen,and of the bad inftantly to Hell ; therefore their Spirits 
cannot wander. Againe,the Soule that is in Heauen minds 
no earthly matters and it was never knownesthatany Soule 
cuer returned out of Hell, for the Poets theméelues fayy 
Nulus redditurus ab Orco, 
But thefe Images and Tricks of the F ryers do but refem- 
ble the Statues of Negromancers, made with great toyle 
Fryer Baten, and labour. For Fryer Bacon was many yeeres, before hee 


Albertus Mag- Could make his Head {peake. And the Image of Albertus 
Kis. Magnus was to be wondred at,which hee made in the full 
and perfect fhape of a Man, who with the Wheeles and Ge 
ther Engines that he had cunnin gly & artificially wrought 


in it,made it {peake and pronounce words as diftin@ly, as 
if they did proceed from a man indued with fence and rea- 

qonats Aqsi-. fon. This Statue, when Thomas Aquinas was {ent into his 

ad €hamber where it lay hid, heard it ipeake very articulately: 
which when he heard, then looking for it, and finding it, 
and viewing it very ferioufly, at laft ftrucke it with 2 Club, 
and brake it all to pieces, Which when Albertus heard and 
faw,he cryed out and faid; Themas,thou halt deftroyed the 
worke of thirtie yeeres labour and paines. Now can any 
man iudge, that either Bacon or Albertus made thefe vnder 
any Conftellation, or that it {pake by the infltence of any 
Starre? if they doe,they are wretchedly deceiued: forit was 
either by a material! Engine, or the Deuill that {pake within 
them, brought into them by their Art, Thereforewee may 
perfwade our felues, tharall thefe Tmages,made bythe Art 
either ofa Fryer or Negromancer,are vnlawfull to be made 
of them,or vied of any ofger. 


‘But 


The Figure-Cajler. 


a 
Bot if we mutt allow any Statue or Image, they mult be Thefe Images * 

thofe of Pafqusl and: Morphirius,, on whofe brefts were lawfull. 

written no Lie- Bills, as the Popes calledthem, but True- 

Bills oftheir villanies. Thefe Statues were of tone, and 

theverfescarued on their brefts, were bitter and Satyricall, 

fharply reuiling the Sorcery, Sodomitry, Symony, Incelt, phil. camp, 

Murther, Witchcraft , Poyfoning', and Sacriledge of the Medita Cent. 

Popes and Cardinals, whereupon the Gentlemen of Rome 

wittily fayd; That it was not lawful for men to fpeake there 

vices,the ttones did proclaym them.But pope Adrian would 

thaue taken an order, and haue them flung into Tybers if pone sdvien 

Sueffanns the Legate of Charlesthe Emperour who fauored suafianks; 

them, had not preuented him: who fayd tohis Holinefle, 

thatif they were flung into Tyber the Crocodiles and Rats, 

and other montftrous Serpents would catch them and fing 

them 2to which anfwer fome report, the holy Father ftood 

as mute asoncof his Cardinals Mules; tbut fome report that 

he began to be angry at Swe[fanvs an{wer, and in arage {ude 

denly fayde,thathe would haue them burnt, towhomthe 

Legate wittily replyed againe, faying: {f you burne thefe 

Images their afhes will not be blowne through the citie, but 

into other countreys, fothat the people will take occafion 

to celebrate and reverence thofe Afhes for the writing fake, 

and fo it will come'to paffe,that they being difperfed throgh 

the world, the finnes of Rome will generally be knowneto 

all nations.Atthis {econd anfwer; his Holineffe wae more 

perplexed then before, and fecing he could doe no good, 

either by drowning or burning, heebidthem ftand in the 

Deuills name. But I haue made too long a digreffion,ther- 

fore] will returne againe toour Negromaancers, and now 

Thauefpoken of their Images , J will briefly and plainely 

Jay open the viperous generation of Negromancy 5 which 

are Idolatry, Divination, and vaine ob{eruafion, with all 

¢he hellith brood that proceeds from them. 
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The daninable ofspring of Negromancy, 


| es is a Diuine Worhhip,sattributted to Idols, which 
Idoff§'are Statues or Images which the Gentiles wore 
fhipped with Divine Honour ,_beleeuing there wag.fome 
diuinitiein them, by reafon of their anfwers and wonder— 
full effects the Deuill wrought in them, Such were the I-" 
mages of Hermes Tre/megifius otherwile called (Mercuiries 
in which they did beleeue, that by a kinde of Ait the 
foules of Deuills and Angels were encluded, yndera cete 
taine Conftellation, which Diuinitie and Naturall Phiylos 
fophy doth reprehend : for they hold that a Spirit eannot 
poflibly bee vegitable, or can fubftantially informe artifiel. 
allbodyes : Forthe Soule, as Ariffot/e faith, isan A@tofa 
naturall body , not artificial : fora man cannot by any 
matter, as Herbs, Wood,Stene, Words,or Conftellation,, 
expell a good or bad Spirit,or being cald, thatit can come 
prefently and dwellin ah Idoll, becaufe cerporall things 
cannot by any naturall order have any operation in incor 
porall things. Therehaue beene fome ofthe Gentiles that 
haue not onely attributed Divine honour to Statues and 
Tmages,but beleeued chemi to be Gods, for fome vertue or 
magnitude of their Acts thefe Statues reprefented ; as to 
Tupuer, Herceles, Venus ,and thereft, and other monfters 
of this kinde.. Alfothey did not onely honour corporal, 
but incorporall things , as Intelligences, Angels, and the 
Soules of heaienly Bodyes,which they call Acria Anima: 
hia, and they did not feparate the foules of men from Dis 
uine honour, which is moft divellith, This kinde of idola- 
tric at thefe dayes is vfed among our Antagonifts the Pa- 
pills,for they pray to Iron, Wood,Gold Siluer,and woed- 
den Images, that haue neither fight, feeling, fence, lifeyoro- 
peration in them,and haue as {mall-influence in themafter 


ave Made, cither by the Caruer,or Gold{miths hand, as they 


ihad « 
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had when they firlt were ina maflic lumpe | either in the 
Tree or Mine, . 
" -Thefecond daughter of fuperftition ig Divination, by pjuination, 
which our Aftrologers miferably labourto know of future the 2.daughter 
things,cither good or bad. Thefe are they J/idorss,{aith,re- of Negroman- 
port themfclues to be full of divination, who by craftand for Ls aie 
deuice foretell of things to come,by the effects w hich pro- 5 rymologias 
ced ypon neceflitic from caufes, vnleffe they are efpecialiy 
~ hindered of God , certainly proceeding from the caufe of 
nature: asthe eclipfeofthe Sunne and the Moone, andthe 
effects which proceed from thefe caufes may bee foretold of 
by as probable conie@ure , as well asa Mariner may fore- 
tell of a ftorme that willarife by a darke cloude , thatis ¢i- 
sp cfore or behindehim. Haue not many olde women 
fold by the vnhappy conditions of a boy that he would be 
Hangd,and hath it not falne out right? Have notmany grauc 
Matrons foretold, that young wanton Laffes would proue 
Wagiails, & hath it not come to paile? Haue not many men 
by the damnable tricks they haue feenein Catchpoles,fore- 
told that they would proue knaues , andhathit not beene 
true? yet thefe are but meere coniectures. Againe, Aftro- 
logers boaft they can divine , whichis moft falfe : for the 
Prophets themfelues foretelling future things by Reuela- 
tion of God, did not dizine but Prophefie; for Diuination 
is alwayestaken in the wortt partybecaufe in it the operation 
ofthe Deuill doth alwayes come. For Bonanentare fayths Ronaueitt bb.B. 
to aske counfell ofthe Deuill is a great miichiefe. The/pe- 
cies of divination by which they can foretell offuture things 
are many. Somtimes they doit by plaine inuocation of the 
deuill, who with their execrable Exorcifmes,Coniurations, 
Characters,and Figures; and diuers other cererronies,and Prafigium. 
to fpeakemore truly, {acrifices at divers times doe call the 
deuillto giue themanf{wers , who by diuers manners and 
formes appeare to them, who as fubtilly and deceitfully 
doth an{wer-to. thofe. queftions propounded to them, as 
may appeareby thefe examples. 
, Pope 
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Pope Sylwefter the fecond , that with {mall learning had 
attained to his Pontificalibus, being greedy long to eniay 
that Sea,by this diueilifh kinde of Coniuration rayfed vppe 
the Deuill, andaskt his counfell how long he fhould live. 
To whomthe Diuell anfwered, that ifhedid takeheede of 
Hierulajem he fhouldliue along time. Pope Siluefer now 
thought himfelfe to belong liued , becaufe hee determined 
neuer to fee Hserufalem: But foure yeere after he came to 
his Pallace of Santte Crucis, he lay ina chamber ynknown 
to himfelfe,called Hieru/alem,then inftantly being mindful 
ofthe Deuils an{wer, he fayd thathee fhould, as hee did not 
liue long after. 

Alfo Alexander the fixth, whom the Deuill did helpe to 
his Popedome, promifing him thathe fhould liue Decemsee 
Oétein his Popedome, vpon compofition that he would be 
hisafter that time wasexpired, Nowthefe numbers were 
ouer generally expounded of Alexander touching his yeers, 
for he fuppofed the Devil meant by Nineand Tennineteen 
yeeres, when the Deuill meant but nineyeeresand tenne 
months, which was muchabout the time he cameto claim 
his right of the holy Father. 

Alfo Albertus Sqotus doubting of his Fortunes,tayfed vp 
the Deuill,and asked him concerning the {eeuritieof hime 
felfeandshis{tate, to whom the Deuill thus fubtilly and in= 
tricately anfwered 5 Downe fies fecuris , inimici tnifuauiter 
intrabunt terram et (wbyctentur Domus tats whichasthe 

words now lye , beare this interpretation in Englifhy:> Sir 
you fhall ftand fecure,thy enemies fhall peaceably enterin- 
tothy kingdome, but fhall be fubie@ to thy houle, Theres 
fore he did hope well of this anfwery andsmade no doubtot 
the victerysbut the Deuil did net promife him the victory, 
but the ouerthrow,and meant thus. Dosmine flesfernrus’, fo 
did divide the word Domine into Domsine, againe , Tnimici 
tui {ua vi ter intrabunt terram ebfulycient ur, thatis, 1 gnem 
Domui tuiz fo the Deuill did) éxpoundit, thas any man 
clic would doe the {yllablesy being fordeuided and cuta 
pecces 
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apeeces. Thou fhaltnot (tand fecure at home,thy enemics 

three times with their forces fhall enter vpon thy land,and 

thall overcome with fire, and fo was A/bertusdeluded. 
Alfo the Oracles of Apollo were but meere witchcraftsand 9, eile 

delufions ofthe Deuill, giving an{wersfromahollow place 

of the Temple, after the Priefts had facrificed to him, who 

did-moft commonly fpeake nothing but Amplubologis 

nodefas et flextloguare/ponfa,deceiuing many that came to it, 

becaufe his anfwer did {till includeadouble fence: fo that 

if a man did reade ouer all Chryfippus volumes, concerning 

the Oracle of Apolle,he fhould not findeone an{wer but did 

include atwofold meaning, of which Ithinke itnot imper- 

tinent to remember two or three of them. 

Francis Petrarch maketh mention in his Meralls that Nero pysne,Petrare. 
asking countell of Apollo at Delphos, defiring to know how b.1.Mera. 
long he fhould liue:this an{wer was made him that ifhe did 
take heed of feuentie three yeeres , hee fhould liue a long 
time.” When Nero did heare this anf{wer, fucha fecuritie did 
rockchima fleepe, thatfearing nothing, he did glut him- 
felfe in delight ; becaufe hee thought hee ‘fhould not 
die before the prefixed timeof the Oracle, fo that his 
minde wasrauifhed downe the {wift torrentrof an infolent 
vanity and vaineinfolency, pampering himfelfe with high 
dyet,muficke,and delights that pleafe his fences, but beeing 
in the Meridian of his happinetle, in a minute he was flung 
downeinto the dungeon of difgrace,for he heard the popu- 
lar voyce curfethe name of Nere y and celebrate the name 
of Galbasby whom he was difceptered , and who at that 
time was iuft {euentieand three yeeres of age. 

Butane of the prettieft trickes the Deuill playde by his Valer, Maxine, 

Oracle, Valerius Adaximas makes mention of : for hee re- 
porteth that a Sophifter to make himfelfe merry , came to 
laugh at the Oracle of Apollo in Delphossand askt him if hee 
fhould find his horfe he had loft, To whom the Oracle an- 
fwered , that he fhould findhishorfeagaine , butif he did 
not take heed, hee would takehim fucha kicke that would 

K breake 
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breake hisnecke. Atthisan{wer of the Oracle,the Sophi= 
{ter went away laughing, becaufe it promifed him to finde 
a horfe he neuer loft. Butas he trauelled:into his own coun- 
trey,he fellinto the handsofking Attalws,to whom in for- 
mer time he had done fome wrong, and was by him com. 
manded to be fet vpon a {tone called Eqausahorfe , from 
whence he was flung headlong downe and brake his neck, 
fulfilling the Oracle of Apolo. Thus much for the Deuill 
and his Oracles, which alwayes were fome fuch cunning 
delufions,whofe end was commonly mifchiefe, 

Sonia, Somiime you do diuine by dreames, and thatis called per 
Simms. Naturall Phylofophy and Diuinity doe manifelt 
the caufe of dreames: dreames fometime proceed from the 
fulnes of the belly,fomtimes from theemptines ofthe belly; 

Milacslachy fomtimes by illufion,fomtimes by reuelation,& fometimes 

Chollericke, by cogitation and reuelation, Alfo the divers habitudes of 

Phlegmaticke the body doth adminilter diuerscaufes of dreames + { that 

Sanguine, melancholy. men often dreame of horrible and fearefull 
thipes and formes of deuills. Chollericke men 3 Ofcutting 
throates, of quarrells, of ftratagems, and Grin g of Citties. 
Phlegmatickemen often dreame that they are in feare of 
drowning , and fometimes dreame a fweeter dreame then 
this, that they are eating ofhony ; » which is caufed by the 

Phlegme which is naturally fweete , dittilling to the pallate 
a5 “iat oe ofthe mouth. The Sanguine complexion, from the aboun- 
ee dance of blood, caufeth men to dreameof the Incnbuss 
quum jelieer Which Phyfitians hold is the caufe of a future Apoplexier 
externa quadé And thatis the reafon that many ignorant people that are 

Moh pond of fanguine complexion,and feed on Aleth, egees,veale,and 

pl des drink wine and fuch like,which caufeth blood, that beleeve 

pondove preffos that in their fleepes they often feele the Night-mare , or an 
gravare Naf Incubus , which is nothing elfe but a difeate arifing-of va- 
ibys a pors,difturbing thiofe that areat repefein the sight, whofe 

By ior ** externall force doth feeme.toeuade their fences, and to 

ts ic fs crndi. pretle their bodyes with their ponderous weight,and this is 

ratein capt ye the reafonthat Phifitians hold that the Jncwbas isa fign of 
dindasxinm,  faeure Apoplesie,becaute the Apoplexieisa {tupefaction of the 
Nerues 
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Nerues in the whole body, with a privation of the fence 
and motion. 

Againe,fome hold that the cau fe of dreames arifeth from Apoplexia; fI4- 
the bufinei{e and affaires a man is moft imployed in the day pefative nerto~ 
time,{o that cheimpreflion of them ftickingin the Table OR eS 
the Fantafie,makes a man dream of: thofe things in the ni ght sya tolde Tose, 
which he hath donein the day,as for example. Men given & moths, 4 
to drinke much, often dreame that they arein the bottome verbo Grate, 
of fomenoblemans feller drinking ofhealths, And men /, 7 hate 

: . t A quod eft percntte 
according to their employments dreame of their bufinetle drronitum 
ouer night. Your Lawyer hedreames of Angels,a moft blef redo, 
fed dreame, and if he chance to talke in his fleepe, itis moft 
commonly of Demurs,H abeas Corpufles, Siflararas,Writs, 
Latitats,and Procidendos. The Phifitian he dreames of a 
great Plague,and if he talks,ic is ofnothing but Purgationss 
Vomits, Giifters,and Pills.I knew a Player dreamt that his 
braines were beaten out with the Corke of groate Bottle of 
Ale,and ashe was {peaking the Prologue it hift athim, be- 
caufe he {pake it fo fcuruily. The Cutpurfe andthe Catch. 
pole moft commonly dreaine ofa Michaelmas Terme, for 
that is their belt time to picke pockets and cheatin; and fo 
ofall the reft according to their imploy ments: therefore this 
makes mee not of Sysonides opinion, who held that all 
dreames are fent from God, which all honeft men will de- 
nysbecaufe they know that God is not the author ofany ill. 
Again,dogs and kine dream,efpecially when they haue loft 
their whelpsor caluesywho fuddenly will wake out’of their 
fleeps,& run howling & lowing into diuers places to finde 
them, Nor mutt we belecuethefe Negromancers in their di- 
uellifh- worke of workingin our Fantafies by dreames,that 
they can doe any thingthat istrue, as when they caufe vs 
dream of gold, or filuer,& we chance to find it inflantly,to 
affirme with many old women that all dreames aretrue,for 
this is but atricke of the deuill to bring vsinto fuper{ti- 
tion: which tricke isnot muchvnlike that he hath put vp- 
on the Papifts, making them beleeue that at the fight of the 
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Crotfe he cannot bein quiet, but muft flie away from it, 
but chereis no true Chriftian will thinke that the Deuill is 
afrayd ofa peece of wood, gold, or filuer » but flyes from 
The Deuilis the Crotle of purpofe to. draw them into the fuperftition 
icici fying Of adoring the crofle, and kneeling toit inftead ofadoring 
from the crofe him that once -hung on the Crofle » for although it beea 
Croile, yet it hath no more vertueand influence in it then 
when it wasa peece of wood, ftone,or filuer, 

Thus then you fee we muft tru(tto no dreams,except they 
come by the in{piration of God and the Holy Ghoft : of 
which God {pake in ther2.0f Numbers. J will [peake to bing 
ina areame,this was now by a good Angell, that God war- 
ned Je/eph to flye into cE gypr, 

, And oftentimes God futfereth the Buill Angel to.delude 
Theeuill Ans 6 minds ofmen,fothat many times they haue beene bane 
gel quetting with gallant Ladies, and by the phantafticall illu. 

fion of the Deuill, thinkethat they hauebeeneinthe com- 
pany of diuers women that rid onthe backsof Cats,Dogs, 
Hogs,or that they haue beene fayling on the maine Seain 


thips no bigger then egge thells,& that in the peace of mid- 
night they hauetrauelled through many parts of the world. 
Holy Job prayeth againit fuch illufions,faying: Thou doe{t’ 


terryfieme by dreames, andd 
vilions.: 

S:Dominitnse There are many Monks as the Golden Legend teftifies, 
that report this of their holy S. Dewsinicus, that his mother 
before he was borne dreamt that the bare ahuge dog in her 
wombe,holding a burning firebrand in his mouth, who ens - 
tering into the world fet iton fire. This dreame the hol 

~ Monkes did thus expound:that the vifion was not vainefees 
ing Preachers in the Scriptures are called Dogs. But! will 
give then a truer expofition then this, not {paring their Ho- 
dy Order. It was certaine that this Dominicke was the author 
ofone of the foure Mendicant Orders, and the firft that: 


found out the burning and firing of the Profeifors ofthe - 
Gofpell, 


olt hake me with horror by 


Theres 


The Figure-Cafier. 


Therefore his Imitators have peculiarly challenged to 
themfelues the Inquifition,and miany other fuch places,to 
exercife their Fire and Sword, And {fo by this was fignified 
the burning Fire-brand Dewminices held in his mouth ; by 
which an infinite company of godly men were confumed 
into afhes, 
Thus by this Dreame did the Deuill delude Dowsnicus 
Mother, and many more that did belecue the interpretati- 
én of it by the Monks, But in generall, Dreames are not 
to be beleeued: for they are molt wicked and odious in 
the fight of God, that thinke fo ; as may appeare in the 
19, of Leniticus, Deutronomie the 23. Ibidem 18. Ecclefiae 
flices 24. and many other places of the Scripture. Thus 
much for your Diuination by Dreatnes, 
Sometimes they-doe divine by aS piritsand that is called Pyrhonifs. 
Pythonilfa. 
Sometimes they anfwer to that they are called for; by 
diuers Figures Men or Women fet in polifht Stone, Iron, 
Bralle, Steele;Glatfe,or the Nayles of ones hand; and this 
is called by the generall Name of Geomaneie: And molt Geomancie.” 
commonly to fuch as thefe, they chufe our Women and 
Children. And I my felfe have knowne many old Wo- 
men old Dogge at this kind of Divination ; who hold, 
that if the Nayles of the Hand grow yellow, it is a great - 
figne of ill lucke, and that fpecks are the true fignes of fu- 
ture ill luckes 
If chefe apparitions appeare in the Water,then it is cal- 
léd Hydromancie. Thele | hauecheard are very incident Hydvomancite’ 
to Catch-poies, Bumebaylies 5 and the like, when they. 
are duckt vnder Water at @ high Tyde at one of the 
Temples. 
If thefe apparitions are in the Ayre 5 then it iscalled Aes Acromancie, 
yomancie. 
If in the Fire, Pyromancie. Pyromantige’ 
If by the bowels of Bealts, offered vp on Altars to the 
Deuill, iis called Arufpisum. Arufpicivms:« 
K3 But 
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But if by Incantations the Deuill feemes to rifeand an- 
{wer to Queftions propounded ro them, then it is called 
Negromancie. In this wor{t Superftition, Bloud is alfo v- 
fed: and the Reafon Sidorus giuesyis this, becanfe he defi- 
reth Diuine Worfhip; for in the Old Law,Bloud was offe- 
red vp to God, 

At by the chattering of Birds, or by the voyce of any o- 
ther Creatures, they fore-tell of things tocome, it is called 
Augurie. This kind of Divination is moft blafphemous, 
odious, and againft the honour of God. For they fayne, 
that witha Diuine inftinét, Birds, and Fowles, with their 
Motions, Chatterin gS, Croakings,Windin gy Or fore-right 
flying, portend eyther good or bad lucke : which the Ethe 
nicks themfelues did laugh at, and contemne, For Heétor 
in Homer tharpely reproued Polydamantus,who delayed his 
fight, expecting an Augurie: to whom Heéor faid > Unum 
effe Augurium optimum, Patriam fortiter defendere ; There 
is one Augurie which is the belt s ftoutly to defend thy 
Countrey. 

Alfo this kind of Diuination was very frequent among 
the Jewes,and was laught at and croft by that learned and 
couragious Jew, Moffolamus: who being in the Waires, 
was told by an Aftrologer, that hee fhould march no far. 
ther, vntiil he had receiued an Augurie from the next Bird 
hee fhould {ee come flying ouer his Army. But the /ew 
{corn’d the helpe of the Bird, and laught at the skill of the 
Southfayer, inftantly taking his Bow in his hand, and as 
the Bird came croaking ouer the Army,flew it, then {pake 
thefe words: Doeft thou thinke,thou fuperftitious Souths 
fayer , that this Bird, ignorant of her owne fafetie,could 
tell of the euent of our Warres 2 if it could haue fore.told 
of things to come » It would neuer haue come nigh this 
place, to be flaineof Atoffclamus the Jew, 

If they fore-tell of things to come, by the moouing 


of diuers Members of Beafts; then it is called Ausfi- 
C3A%9, ‘ 


Alfo, 
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Alfo,when aman fpeakes any thing to another without 
any intention, and as ie were in ieaft; as to fay, hee will be 
hang’d, drown’d, kill’d, or the like ; if this come to palle, 
then they call ic, Omen. 

If they fore-tell of chings that fhall happen by fignes that 
they fee in the Lines of a mans hands then it is called Chy- chyromancie, 
romancie. This Art many old Women are learnedly expe- 
rienced in, and will tell any Man or Woman, for meat, 
drinke, or money, what fhall befall them. 

If they-fore-tell of any thing that fhall happen by the 
fignes they fee in the thouldereblades of Beafts ; then itis 
called Spatalmancia. 

There is alfo another kind of Diuination which is by go:silesisin 

Lots: which Lots are made, by drawing out points Gfan' 
vacertaine number, with their faces turned towards the 
Moone,with other obferuations to as little purpofe as this. 
The Dutchmen are very skilful at this, and haue coufened 
the Englif of infinite Matles of Money, by their felling of 
Papers: fo that there was not one among forty, though he 
came neuer fo merry to the Lotterie, but he fhould be fure 
to goe away Blanke. 

Thus Sir haue I layed forth the Brood of Diuination ; 

Now I will come to the Obferuations. It iso difputable 
queftion, whether by words or deeds the Deuill will be 
compelled by Negromancers, or whether being called by 
them, they come, becauife of fome league that is betweene 
them? If Deuils appeare,forced by Negromantick Witch- 
crafts,;why do not Negromancers make them come againft 
their wills? which fure they cannot? which is a figne, that 
there is a league and couenant concluded between the De- 
uill and Coniurers eyther manifeft or occult, why elfedce 
Negromancers dedicate their Bookes to the chiefe Deuills, 
whofe name they often vie, but only tomake a covenant 
with the Deuill, that when they call chem by thofe Names, 
Charmes, Characters, Exorcifmes, and the like, they may 
appeare themfelues, or fend fome of their inferior Deuitlsas 
foone as they heare them. Thefe 
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Thefe then are approved fignes and markes of a Coue- 
nant: And that the Spirits may thew themfelues to haue 
a greater power, fomietimes they feeme very vnwilling to 
come,eyther becaufe they would make the Inchanter more 
zealous, or that he may delude fimple people: for hee isa 
Lyar,and the Father of Lyes. 

And now J hope it will not be impertinent to confute 
the Opinion of many, who will not beleeue, that there 
are any Deuils but thofe that are in Hell: but I am per{was 
ded, that in euery corner there is a Spirit ; and befides 
thatyamoneft vs there are Fierie, Ayric, Earthie,and Watrie 
‘Spirits, 

The Fierie Deuill, is your Roaring Boy,that like a Sa- 
lamander liues moft commonly by Fire ; Smoake is the 
chiefe(t nourifhment hee hath: hee is a {wearing Rafcall, 
that with the hot Oathes he {pues out from the Canon of 
his mouth, is able to burne,if not his owne,yet their lippes 
that ftand by them. This Spirit is moft commonly refi- 
dent in Tobacco Shops , Hot-Water Shops , Tauiernes, 
Brothels, and fuch Places: and the onely Negromancer 
to coniure downe this Deuill, is (if he begins to roare or 
{pit fire) fome cuerlafting Conftable,or new-elected Bea- 
dle, that delires to be knowne a Man in his Office, or ra- 
ther fome lultice of Peace 3 who can feldome or neuer 
make him quiet, while they have charm’d them into the 
{mall Circumference of a Compter, ) 

The fecond, is your fine Mercurian finger’d Cutpurfe, 
that like a Camelion liues on the Ayre of his Inuention, 
or indtede like the Ayre fills every place. This Spirie 
haunts Play-houfes , Cock-pits, Tiltings, Prizes, West 
minster in the Terme-time, and fuch fertile places, from 
whence they gleane a fruitfull Crop,to maintaine them. 
felues, The onely Coniurer to lay this Spirit (ifhe be too 
turbulent) is Porredge, or Pulman, who neuer leave char- 
ming them, while they haue layd them vpder the Gal- 
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The third is your Watrie Spirit, who liues by the fale Pyrate, 
Water like a Herring; and this is your Pyrat, that liueson ,, " 
the {poyie of all Countries, This Spirit is refident about Be 
Barbarie, the Straits mouth fometimes about the French or 
drify Goafts; Theonly Charme that mutt bind this Deuill, 
is a Letter of Mart, which moft commonly brings them ss 
farre as S. Thoneas of Waterings, or Wapping, and at the laft 
Caft leaues them. 

The fourtk and lat Deuill is your earthy Deuill,and he Viurer, 
is an Viurer, that like a Mole feedes on the bowels of the rf ‘ 
Earth, as Siluer and Geld, This Spirit is moft frequent in “°“ 
Scriueners fhops,putting out money to vfe,or at the Paper- 
Houfes of both the Compters,entring Actions : and there 
isnothing can lay this Spirit {o well,if he begins to be outs 
ragious, as a Priny Seale to borrow money of him,or,a S#é- 

axa out of the Exchequer,for extortion. 

Befides thefe Deuils, there are infinite many more in the Brrast qué Dia 
Citie: as you fhall feldome goe into Turne-bole-ftreet, but bolos non effenti- 
there you fhall {ee a three-chin’d Bawd or Whore fitting in fies AMA 


ratios bomintsa 


an Euening,inticing young men to finne, and is not this 4° grivs effe firs 
deuillifh tricke ? You fhall feldome goé into Cheape-fide, cunt, Quomode 
Lombard-fireet, the Strand, or Fleet-ftreet, but you fhall fee estim Auarttta; 
fome Spirits,in the likenefle of Marchants,Gold{miths,and Ambitio,Crude- 


: . : a ljtas, Perfrlta irs 
4 " Atoinne > ’ 
Silke-mens Wiues, wearing moft prodigious Hornes On poy demi- 


their heads like a halfe Moone,the emblemeof Changeand pyafe, Matth, 
Mutabilitie: you cannot walke into Houndf-ditch,Charter- cap. 8, 
houfe Lane,or Long Lane, but you fhall {ee Spirits ftanding 
at moft of thofe dores;in ‘the likenefle of griping Brokers, 
But of all Spirits’ that are familiar in the Citie, thofe that 
ftand before both the Compters,are the horribleft & feares 
fulleftto men in debt, who appeare in the fhapes of Sere 
geants, ahas Varlets, 

Many other vifible Spirits there are in the World, which 
- for breuitie fake I will omit, becaufe I meane to proceed a 
little farther, and fhew, why vndera certaine Conftellation 
at certaine times, and in certaine terrible places, Apparitions 

appeare 
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ee 
appeare rather co Woinen & Children, rather then toMen. 


Such matters as Coniurers vfe,do.not compeil Deuills, but 
rather are’ fignes of a league compacted betweene them : 
For as S. Auguffine fayth, the Deuills take their habitations 
in bodyes that God,not them félues,created;and are deligh- 
ted in feuerall bodyes for varictic{ake,not as creatures with 
Aliment,but as Spirits with fignes, which fignes are dele€ta- 
ble in varictie ; as {ometimes by Stones, Hearbes,Wood,lie 
uing Creatures, Verfes,& Rites;and men are often delighted 
with thefe things. Which the Deuil perceiaing,feduce them 
either by fubtill or craftie meanes, or by apparances, in faw- 
ning and friend-feeming fhewes, or beautifull.and amiable 
fhapes,as they haue appeared ro fome men inthe formes of 
Lamia,which are but meere Phanta/ma’s of faire women ape 
pearing in that beautious fhape, fayning themfelues to bein 
loue with young men,who haue beene fo often conuerfant 
with them, that at che laft they haue brought them to deftru- 
Ction. But. I thinke’there are few Lamia in thefe dayes ap- 
peare, except they be fubftantiall ones, which are Whores, 
who well may be compared to thefe Midnight Delufions; 
for they will profetfe loue, and neuer leaue a man, while 
they haue brought him to fome Hofpitall. 

Neither could the Deuil do thefe things, but thathepryeth 
into the heart of man,and then feeds them with that which 
moft delights them. Thomas of Aquin teacheth,that by thefe 
corporall things they can the more eafily bring to effect that 
to which they are called, and they defire this, that their Art 
might be held more admirable : And for this.caufe; being 
called ynderany Conftellation,theyfather will appeare, » 

But why to Virgins,Children, and {uch weake Creatures 
doe fuch appearances fhew themfelues more then to others, - 
but that they may bring them into an opinion of their Diui- - 
nitie, and that preftigious Witchcrafts and-Delufions may : 
foonelt tempt them that haue the weakelt faith ? And to 
make them afraid, they appeare in the night as it were in 
hollow Caues and Cauernes ofthe Bath starieiateeane 

Olio.’ 
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folitarie Chambers, whereby the feare of thefe melancholy 
places, and the vnfeafonable time of the appearance of the 
Deuill, may the more terrifiethem, Thus the policie of the 
Deuill {till works on the weakelt and fillieft kind of people. | 
Auecine Shewes how the fences may be deluded, The ge=4er™me 6. de 
nerall means is this: Spirits worke nothing extra sosswith- ““""* 
out vs; for it is eafie far Spirits to make many bodies of the 
Aire,which earthy bodies may wonder at. For Era/mus re~ In Epicureo, 
ports a pretty piece of Magick performed by a Romav Pricft 
' (who had it not out of any place of the Scripture I am fure) 
that invited a company of Ladies toa Banquet, bidding them 
bring good {tomackes with them. The Ladies came, were Niturall Mas 
welcommed by him, entertained with delicate Muficke,gicke, 
and feated at the Table according to their births. There 
were fuch varietie of rare and ftrange Difhes , that they 
thought that others,not their owne Nation,did furnih their 
Table:they eat well,drunke well,& were merry;and which 
is better then a piece of Cheefe, Pippins, or Carrowayes, to 
clofe vp the mouth of the ftomeck after fupper,they were all: 
welcome. When this Fealt, rather this Falt was ended, and 
(which is not very vfuall with Courtiers) Grace being faid, 
they rendred the Prieft heartie thanks for their Banquet,and 
went home. But they had not bin there at the moft halfe an 
houre,but their {tomacks began to call vpon them for meat, 
for they were all as hungry.as if they had eat nothing at the 
Banquet:therfore did much wonder at them({clues,that they 
fhould haue fuch a great defire to meat,fecing they did but 
newly come fré fuch aroyall entertainment. But this quaint 
delufion the Prieft afterward reuealedto them:for although 
he inuited them to 3 Feaft,yecthey had neuer a bit of meats 
for his Art did delude both the Eye,that thought it faw fuch 
things,and the Pallat,that feemed to tafte thofe delicates. 3 
I my felfe haue feene.a fellow; that would make people! haue feene 
belieue,that they faw. Orange trees {pring out of his forhead, ois Pay Maas 
hauing Birds fit and fing onthe boughes, which in an in- pice ce 
{tant would vanith away againe, This fellow was at lame legge, 
Cambridge drinking at the Dolphin, and made ee 
& La thag 
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that fill'd him bad. Wine, beleeue, that he would geld him 
if he would not bring him of the beft Claret in the Cellar; 
which the Drawer laught at, and the more to croffe him, 
fetcht of the worft he could finde. This lugpler fwore he 
would be euen with him before long: but the Drawer went 
away laughing, bidding him do his worft, But the Conceit 
came atthe aft, like a left in the laft Lines of an Epigram ; 
for when the Drawer leaft thought of it, as hee was rumnin 
downe. flayres to fetch Wine; hee fele fomething trickle 
downchis thighs,at che firft thinking it had bin fome Wine 
he had {pile on his breeches, but putting his hands into his 
Hofe,hee pull'd them out bloudy againe; fo that hee came 
running vp{tayres,and with a wide mouth came roaring in- 
to the Roome where we were drinking, crying, the lame 
man had gelt him, and that he wasvtterly vndone, At the 
firlt this Vox exclamantis did beget fucha laughter in ys, thae 
we were not able to fpeake to him: but yet at the laft, by gi- 
uing the fellow good words;and good Wine,he made him 
a perfect man againe. This was burdeceiuing of the fences, 
and {fo not done, or if done,thé worke of the Devil, 

Rhodoginus makes mention of one Syrevens,that would run 
his Hore a ftrawes bredch a mile cogether, and make him 
amble,curuet; trot, pace,and gallop within the compatl¢ of 
a Bufhell. 

Martin Berrhaus reports, that he faw a Dancer carry two 
men on his fhoulders, two on ‘his armes, and one vpon his 
neck,yet would dance and vaut with fuch-agilitie,that a Bae. 
boonewith his drinking glatTe could not tumblenimbler. 

Rbodoginas and Erajmusinakes mention of an Indian, that 
by atricke he had learnt'of a Witch, would fhoot through: 
the narrow circumferenvé of a {mall Hoope-ring, landing. : 
a furlong off, ay 

Julsus Pafcarius reports, that 2 Dice-player(who comman- 
ded, that after he was dead, his skin fhould be made a Carpet 
for Gamelters to play Gn; his bones Dice to play with, and 
Treflels for ftooles to fit on) by a‘Magicall trieke he hady. 
would cheat the moft cheating(t Gamefler. Theres 
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Therefore, if thefe that are but (Maractechnia,vaine imi - 
tations of Art, feeme fo wonderfull to people: beholding 
them on Stages &T heaters:how le(Ye miraculous is it,if the 
deuill by Elements can make {tranger apparances,or by fe- 
cret in{pirations delude the fence » by framing the Phan- 
tafmes of Images, by which he will deceiue men running, 
fleeping,or walking? 

Why may not thefeSpirits be turnd into. as many fhapes 
as Diomedes companions were, that were inthe Iland cal~ phan:4/nata, 
led Diomede, not farrefrom the mountaine Garg anus sthat is : 
in Apulea? Why not as well as Visffes companions , that 
were turned into beafts, and whom Corces thefamous Sor- 
cereife inchanted? Why not as well asthe Arcadsans, that ai chef 

° thele were 

wereturnd into Wolues?Why may notthere bea tran{Mu- }., Gaions or 
tation in thefe incorporeall {pirits,asin thefeterreltrial bo- Phantafmes. 
dyes? And why may not there beas ftrange Aferamorphofis 
in thefedayes,as there wasin the dayes of Oxid and Varro? 
nay | will ftand to it,that in thefe dayesthere are as maruel- 
lous changes and more true , for I haue knowne a Gallant 
that at the age of fueteene , hath beene a pregnant wittic 
youth, but before twenty he hath beene turned into right 
Afinega. There haue beene many Citizens that haue beene ~ 
very hanfome perfonable men in the morning, who before 
the Exchahgehath bin done, hath bis turnd into monttrous: > 
beafts)T here are many tradefiné that at their firtt fetting vp 
haue been very honeft mei, but after the third or fourth 
breaking, haue beene turnd into moft fearefull: Sergeants. 
T haue knowne many that haue beene accounted'wile fel- 
lowes inthe Vuiuerfitie,that haue no fooner peept into the 
Temples;or one of the Innes of Court; but haue bin trang: 
formd into monttrous Alles. Then feeing there ig fuch-a 
tranfmnutation in earthly bodyes, why fhould wee thinke it 
fo firange and rare in incorporzall fpiritseY et thefe and the 
like are not recited as if they-were true, but to fhew how 
the fences may bee deluded: Andthelike may appeare by 
thofe women that oftentimes are perfwaded that they are 
riding’on the backes of bealts. L 3 Yet 
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Yet for all this, I will not grane there is any vertue in the 
words or charmes of a Negromancer to rayfe yppe thefe 
formes. Alfo there is novertuein thofe ceremonial! Exor= 
cifmes, with which Priefts exorcife Wine, Salt, Water,and 
the likey which] willmanifettly fhew you. 

Three hard —_ Firft, in refpe@t of the Matter, forthe Matter is but Ayre, 

bones fof A- or Water, or Inke;which can have no vertuein them,for by 

trrologersto that reafon , euery {ubftance of the like kinde fhould haue 

gnaw on, : 
the fame vertue. 

Secondly,in refpect of the Accidental Form,whichis no- 
thing elfe but a Configuration of diuers Characters, either 
in writing or {peaking, for Phylofophy teacheth that Accie 
dentall Formes have no A¢tion of themfelues, 

Thirdly,in refpeét ofthe thing fignified,as the word fireto 
-burne this Paper,or the word Death to kill this Man, or the 
word God ;to faue this Soule,or to raife vpany dead bodys 
which cannot be:for the name of God cannot do it. But 
God muft beinuocated by true Faith, whereby heis often 
pleafed to grant our requefts. But Coniurers and Aftrolo.~ 
gers vie the name of God in another kinde,and other Ce= 
remonies,which rather driue away diuine Grace and Vere 
tue then procure it,and fo much the more they fin, by how 
much the more they take the name of God in vaine,and to 
the worthip ofthe Deuill. Therefore to conclude this Trea- 
» tife of Diuination,! will proue both by the Divine, Impe~ 
riall, and Canon Law,that it is not lawfullto be vied. 
DiuineLawe The Divine Law fayth: Thow frale net (affer [uch Males 
Exod.23.  — fattersto ive. Aman ora woman in whom the Spirit of 
Leuit.20 —_- Diuination isfound , letthemdyethe death: Letthem bee 
ftoned to death , and let their bloods beevpon their owne 
heads. Alfo the Holy Ghoftin another place faythsLet that 
Imperial Law Soule that is inclined to Southfayers be {laine in the midft 
Canonextyade Ofthepeople. The Imperiall Law commands, that they 
forsslegiss per Should be beheaded , or be put to any kinde of punifhment. 
woe bf the Iudge fhall thinke moft conuenient and fitting. 
uation, tS Phe third daughter of Superttition is vaine Obferuation, 
2 ee toy ih ee eee ees os abet Cees atest which 
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which teacheth to know future things either good or bad, 
as to tell whethera man condemned to be hangd, fhall dye 
that death or no whichis buta meere roguery and chea- 
ting.For this notorious Art, is cothing but a vayn {uperlti- Ars noteria, 
tion, nay indeed a moft notorious peece of Roguery, wor- 
king by Figures, Characters, and vnknowne names: alfo 
contayning many f{peeches, concluding in them ftrange 
and ynknowne fignifications, whichaman mutft learne 
andrepeate, alwayes obferuing acontinencie in his Diet, 
and fometimesto punifh and macerate himfelfe , would not 
do amitle, ifhe meane to attaine to the perfect knowledge 
ofthis {cience , which Thomas Aquinas doth vtterly deny: Q4¢{!.36. Arte 
For, hee faith, hee that doth vfe this, can attaine to no fuch ™ 
kinde of knowledge , and that the Deuill inuocated by it, 
cannotinfufe any knowledge, or illuminate the intellect, 
although hee is able to deliuer the rudiments of fome 
kindeof Art: forthe Deuill. dothonely worke to infatuate 
and befoole them that exercife or ftudy it, Nor is it auailes 
ablefor any Doétor in this Art, to produce the Examples 
of Daniel and his fellowes, who abltayning from meate 
and drinke,came co fuch a perfect knowledge:for they did 
not ab(taine from thofe meates by thevaine obferuation of 
this notorious Art,but leaft they fhould be defiled with the 
meate of the Gentiles, which was forbidden them by Gods 
therefore not without defert they were indued with 
knowledge aboue the reft:And: Solomon begging know- 
ledge of Godto gouterne his people, did obtaine it ofthe 
Holy Ghoft. Othervaine obferuations of this Art,Diuine /yyolib,2 de 
Auguftine hath learnedly confuted. - Deitrind Chri- 
fliana, 
Corolarium. 
Ssue 


KOPONIS. 


TE usyou fee I haue confuted al the fuperftitions of your 
Art by Act; beating downe the opinions of many 
| a tae 2 
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thatobferue times to travel ,marchandife, build, and:the Kke, 
haue difplaid in the livelyeft colours I can your knauery,in 
{educing and blinding the ignorant and belecuing people, 
{et forth your knauery in cafting figures,calculating deaths, 
and Natiuities,telling of Fortunes, raifing of Spirits, by In- 
cantations,Carminations, Annuall Obferuations, making 
Aftrologicall Images,expreft the diuellifhnefle of your Di- 
uination, Idolatrie, and vaine Obf{eruation. Therefore if 
you can {peake any thing in the defence of your Art, or 
more then Thane fpokenin the offenceofit, beginne, and 
I will hearken to you with a more diligent zttention then 
i thinkeyou have dene me, With thathe began to roufe 
himlelfe vp,and as-I thought would haue madehis Apolos 
gicall difcourfe,but that he wasinterrupted by a loudnoife 
of Officers that {tood beating again{t the dore , mingled 
with the high voyce of aman, that did nothing but call 
Rozue, Ralcall;Cheater,Impoftor;which words I perceiued 
by the Figure-Cafters countenance did not well pleafehims 
butat la(t(forced by theirclamors, much againft his will) 
he opened the doore and let them in, who inftantly attache 
ed him, by vertue ofa warrant, for coufning a poore Gra= 
_fier of fiueteene pound, holding him in ‘hand , that hee 
would finde out nine Oxen hee had loft at feuerall times 
; in the Countrey.But to conclude,they firlt hurryed him to 
. the next Iuftice,who vpon the complaint of the peore man 
was committed to Newgate, but how he {pedde, or what 
mulct or punifhment he {uffered,eitherin purie or per- 
fon, ] leaueit to thofethat will beftew thecof 
tclooke ouér the Records of 
Newgate. 


FINTS., 


